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May 19, 1928

The State Highway Oommission
Btete House
Augnsta, Msine

Gentieneni

Yesterday I dfscussed with members o:!' your
Comuission and with other interested parties, tha
problems invelving the use of motor trucks wmm are
in.excess of & fees In width, and the gngj.ﬁg;.e'&tm al‘
the Highwey Comaission to grant permits silg ‘
trucks to be nsed,

-..L.. "‘-""’ 5

f understend that the ;mrtieum trﬁuk- :
invelved in our dissussion of yesterday sre aoEe. ﬂi-ueku
t are being used on 5 large econstrustiei: jotg‘
190 of the specifications im the aontract for this. .'lob
requires the use of trucks of B-yurd capscity; thet it
is impossible to purahase trucks of such muﬂy with
dual wheels régquired for the type of work involved and
having & total over all width of 8 fest or htla :

I further understand that the trueks in
guestion have bodies within the width limit, And that
the only excesp width consists of a few inches messuring
from the outs:{de adsu of the large tires on thuo trusks.

Hone or the provisions of the motor vahieh laws
speeifically cover this situation. Im Chapter R9 of the
Revised Statutes, Section 18 states thati %Mo motor
vehiele or tﬂﬂcr vhich, with or without load, is wider
than 8 feet over all, or 18 over 12 feet 8 inshes high,
shall be operated upon sny way or bridge.®,

Bection 19 provides for the giving of permits
by your Commisaion for the moving of wvehiéles, engines,
sontrivanges or objects in excess of the 1eng$.h or width
or height or weight of allowable limits,
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Then, Bection BE gives your Commiasion the
right and power to restriet the use of certain vehicles,
otherwise proper under certain conditions, affecting
highways or bridges when in the cpiniom of the Commission
such use would be unsafe or likely to cause excessive
damage to the highways. In this sectiom is found the
following wordss ® intent of this chapter being to
confer upon the state highway commission, and upon the
appropriate highway offieials, broad and regulative
suthority to encourage reasonsble use of the ways and
bridges and te correet abuses thereon.®

I interpret all of these seetions and the whole
genersl tend of ¥otor Vehicle Law as giving to the
Highway Commission powers snd dutiex to meet situations
which are not specifically covered by the atatutes in
such manner as shall be for the best interests of t.h-
ftate and the use of the hweys. I believe that
thiy situstion had beem antleipated by the Lagiua%uro,
pravision would hive baen definitely made for the granting
of psrmits by your Commission in similsar airmstanm and,
in sy opinion, you are within the sdopé of the
powers conferred upon you directly, end by mpuutiw,
by Chapter £9, Revised Statutes, in granting emergenecy
permits for the use of such trucks under similar situstions.

. I believe, however, t;hat your psrmits should be
limited; that they shoulﬁ apply only to eertaim motor
vehicles deseribed in the gmtt, at least by registretion
mmher; that they should be limited to a certain definite
area, and axpire at the end of the yesr.

Very truly yours,

Frang U. Burkett
Attorney General
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