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dpril 20, 1938

CGeorge. 1. Leadbetter, Director
Department of Health and Welfare
dugusta, Muaine -

Deirznr; Leadbetter:

There is no statute in this state, nor any
decision regulating the mumber of. vitnenaca to a signs-
fure on & check or any other instrument made by mark,

. Paragraph XX, Section 85 Chapter 1, of the
Revised atatuten says, in pert: "Whem ihe aignneu@a on
& check 1s required he must write it or make his mark.®
That is &1l the law there is ¢ém the subjeot. I have .
given you @y opinion in & previous letter that you have
no authority for making a rule snd regulstion that sny
mimber of signatures is required on any of the checks
paid by your department.

, A large mmber of tranaaatiana in this Btate-
ciéarly consutmated over the signatures of the parties
are made by mark, The ordinary business practiee is,
as .you know, to have one person aligr as witness to such .
mufk, but a signnture by mark is good without the nane of
any witndss appearing on the document if it san be proved
in some other way.

To require any mumber of signatures Es witnesses
to the endorsement of a check given to any of the poor
people of the Btate, im my opinian, would be unwarranted
in view of the fact that there are no cases of forgery on
checks so emdorsed in this State, and in view of the faet
that 1t would put & great hurden on the poor people to
procure any mumber of withesses to prove thelr sigmature!
on & chedk,

Very truly yours,

Franz U. Burkett
Attorney CGeneral

FUB H



