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April 13, 1958

Honorable Percival P, Baxter
22 Monument Sguare
Partiand, Haine

Daar Governozxl

. I have given considerable thought to the
questicr which you asked mne when you were in the
office last. That is, &z %o whether or not the
State can et as executor of & will,

~ The law on administration of estates uses
the word ®person® when referring to executors or
sdminiztrators although ¢ertain trust companies’ and
banking institutions are authorigzed to act in such
espacities,

In the absence of any enabling act plaecing
the burden for the handling of any such estate on
gome definlite State officiel and meking provision for
the employment of competent counsel and assistants .
for such work, I earnot see how the matter could de
handled by the Stste. I should be very pleased to
talk with you further st &ny time about the matter
and, if you think £t advissble, draft some legis-
lation for presentation to the next session of the
Legislature which wonld definitely estsblish the
right-of the Btate to act and plaece the responsi-
bility on some special Btate official.

Any time that you cdre to talk with me about
thig I will come to your office when I am in Portland,

Bincerely yours,

Frang U. Burkett
Attorney General
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