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foers

March 28, 1988

George W, Leadbetter, Commissioneyr
Department of Health and Velfare
Augusta, Maine j

Dear Mr, Leadbettoers

On Merch 17, you sent to me a letter from
Mr. Charles H. Alspach, Regional Representative of the
Bocial Eecurity Beard in Boston, in which he asked cere
tain questions conterning the endorsements of warrants
or chacks by recipilents of old age assistance, °

, _ The first question in his letter relates to
the necessity of witnesses to an endorsement om & check
or warrant made by spplicant's nark. There is no law of
this State requiring ciuch a mark to be witnessed. This
angwer, of course, iz also an answer to Question £, as
to. the number of signatures required,

, The third query reised the gquestion as te
whether or not it would be praper for the Socisl Sscurity
Board, by rule and/or regulation, to preseribe that suoh
.endorsement of signature by mark must be withessed by one

Jor more witnesses with thelr sddreases affixed.

. 1 suppose there is no legel remson why tha
Boeial Becurlity Board could not mike and enforee such

rule or regulation, but I can see no resson for such
aotion. In the first plave, it would put an additional
burden -upon poer, aged and ﬁ'l;tnﬁ persons who would, in
neny instances, ﬁ'ave diffieulty in securing such witnesies.
In other casés Lt would delay the cashing of their much
needed checks and serve no useful purpose,

If there had been any number of csses of forged
endorsements or improperly. ¢ashed warrants or checks in
this Btate, thers might be some reason for such a burden-
some rale, but I have made eareful inquiries and heve
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ascertained that in the twenty-one years since the State
has been paying pensions to bling persons,  there has been
no single instance of improperly eashed checks or warrants,
or forged ingtruments.

. Considering the large mumber of ¢ld age assistance
cheeks shich have beeh sent cut during the time sinee I was
eleotod Attorney . Gemeral I kmow of only two ecases where
there have been trouble about endorsements. In one ease in
the morthern part of the State, a check was drawn to &
school teacher. It was delivered to another lady by the
séme name in the town who cashed it. On receipt of complaint
from the teacher that she had not been p&id, the mttar VAS
utily investigated and restitution. quickly m

mooﬂiereauus that of & young man in this
county who ¢ashed & check for old mge assistance sent to
his father who deceased prior to receipt of the check, 7The
young men tnrgaad his father's signature and he was qniekly
appreliended snd .is now .serving a term in- jail.

In view of the Téct that the bank is l.i.able 1N
this State for any loss occasioned to anyone by its cashing
of & check improperly éndorsed or bearing a forged signsture,
and in further view of the statements above which indicate
that there is no problém in this State that demands such an
experisive and troublesome ruls, it is my opiniom.that you
should sdvise the BSoolel securs.ty Bourd ' that under present
donditions you believe such a ru:h t0 be UBNECESIATY.

?ﬂﬂ €ruly yours,

Franz U. Burkett
Attorney Gemeral
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