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Oatober 8, 19857

Yessrs. Willism H., Crem snd
Charles B. CGlark .

County Commissloners

County Bullding -

Portland, Maine

Rer Poultyy

lentlemensy

'I en sorry for the delay in replying to your
letter of September 8. Every time I have been in dugusta
since recdelpt of your letter Mr. Tucker of the Departaent
of Agricultura, who has cherge of the enforcement of this
Act, hes been absent until today. i

Chapter 108, P. L. 1837, was passed aftey COf~
siderable discussion. It was sponscred by a mumber of the
sheriffs and county commissioners in eonnection with the
Depurtment of Lgrieulture. ¥%e have interpretsd it to meen
that 1t covered the ransportation 1 poultry from ~ne RpErt
of & town to snother, and that the words "place to place"
d1d not necessarily iimit the spplicetion of the Act to
transportation between towns. It has seemod to us thut -1t
woitld be slmost impossible to enforee the law with sry other
interpratotion on these words: You will have in nind, of .
course, that the special permit required by the Amendment
of 18387 applies ohly to transportation between the hours of
7Py Me to B A, K, the fallﬂins morning,

It 12 true that the lavy does not stute whe is to
pay fox the rermit, nor does it fix the charge to be collected
by the officer. I think you will agree with me thet if the _
Aot, as amended, 1s of. any aid inm proventing thefis of poultyy
which have been very common and sxrensive in many parts of the
Etate, the expense of enforecing 1t should be borne by the j
different law enforcement agencles of the Btate. The Departs
nent of fgriculture hes gone tn eonsiderable expense in erdinting
and distributing the applieations far reymits, the Gtate Police
have co~operated, and 1t 1s ny understanding that members of - .
the State Police in all rarts of tfie 8tate huve sront consider-
éble time in exemining shirments at night ard issulng rermits.
end that they meke no charge to the shipper ar to the Stute
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for this service. Under the Act a man transporting poultry
is 2llowed to obtein his permit from elther & member of the
8tate Police, a Bheriff or his deputy, and if he chooses .
to go to = lﬁerifr- or his deputy, in my opinion, the county
should be willing to pay a2 resasonable fee to a sherir?
rendering such service who 18 not on & full time sulary by
the county. It would seem to me that 1if the application
vas made to & sheriff who was being paid by the week that
no further charge should be made.

The particular case to shich you refer 1s one which
I would think would stand some investigation. Mr. Tuckey
understands that the man Secbury in Yurmouth 8 poultry
lecally and dresses it himeself for shipment. he slould
chooze to do &ll his trucking at night, and why the charge
of $2.80 should be made for looking at & losd snd seeing
that 1t ecomplied with the vrovisions of Chipter E8, R. 8.,
as amended, are questions whiech I eannot answer. ft BOEHEB
to me that the charge is rather large for such a servies,

Very truly yours,

Prang U, Bﬁxkott
Attorney General
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