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Obtober 7, 1987

Harold W, Hurley, Esquire
Boothbay Harboy, Maine '

Dear Haroldg

I understend from the State Highwey Commission that one
hearing, &t least, hes been held on the propssal to btuild e bridge bee
tween Boothbay Harbor and Bouthpert under the Eridge dcte At that heere
ing the vote was ¢wo votes for the proposition and two agelinet, and thed
both towns voted in opposition te the building of the bridge under that
particular provision of the statute. '

_ You, of course, have in mind that gll of the money reveived

from gasoline texes and registration fees has been sllocated by the legise
leture for highway rurposes snd none of it cun be used for the bullding of
bridges. Certainly the Highway Commimsion cammot use sny part of its fundj
for that purpose ex¢ept under the so-called Eridge Act whiech is in Chape
ter E8 of the Revized Statutes: You might be able to secure an twa
iation from the eoming session of the legislature. However, I sh s
imagire that the legislature would not be willing tc do this but would
leaver the towns to proceed under the Bridge Aot,

You will also have in mind that no session of' the legislature
eould make an appropristion for a bridge without at the same time Pros
viding elther for & mpecial method of ralsing the monsy sc appropristsd
or have a diversion of some, cther moneys in the tressury. It is my un-
deérstending that all of the gasoline money, as you oall it, has alresdy
been spent or comitracts have been made for its use.

I am sorry not to be able to be of more help to you. If you
wvant to eome to Augusta some day I should be very glad to sit down with
the Highwey Commission and you and go over the entire matter and possibly
some way oan be worked ocut under which you cun proceed. Delay in ansgwere
ing your letter wes due to my ebsence attending & convention of Attorneys-
General in Kenses City. I have had in mind that I would eall on you bud
I have been very busy all summér and have not had much time to do anyw
thing except travel back and forth betveen Portland and Augusta,

Yith kindeat regards, I am
Very truly yours,

Franz U. Burkett
Adttorney General
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