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August £}, 1987

Honorable Lowis 0. Beyrows-
Gevernor of Maine

Btete House

Augusta

Dear Qovernor Barrowsi

You ask my apinion, first, s&s to vhether or not oup
old age assistence plan @ in full forge und effect despite
the pecple’s releetion of Chepter 242, Public Laws of 10887,
sccond, vhether or not Btate funds sppropristed by the lew -
nentary sppropristion sot of April 24, 1987. are now legal
#vailable snd msy now be used legelly to make old age assistance
payments for the fiwst half of Auguss,

: The plen esteblished hy Order of the Governor and
Couneil an Desember 27, 1038, for old sge assistance payments
under vhich we have bDeen operating sinee that date, i# now s$ill
in effect and will remain, in my opinien, in effect until the
Order 1s vevoked by the present Governor end Couneil,

Under the nrovisicns of Chepter 1 of the Private and
Special Acts of 1887, pessed a8 an emergenty messure, & tax of
10 per cent was imposed on the sale priee of all spiritous end
vinous lidquors sold in the fState between Janmusry 18, 1937, and
Juné 30, 1937, and the emcunt oollested was appropristed to proe
vide for old age mssistence from Jemusry 1, 1987, to June %0, 1929,
in aceordance with the provisions of the Snoisl Security Act, o
be administered by the Department of Health and Felfare in accore
dsnce with the plan esteblished by the Order of the Governor and
Coumeil on December £7, 1825, hereinbefore referrved ta,

Paynents under this Act expired June 20, 1937, but
prior tv» adjourmment of the 19Z7 session of the Leglslature, &
provision wes placed in the mipplemental appropriation sct which
beeume Chapter 104 of the Privete und Specisl Laws of 1957, apriroe
priating a sus not exceeding $50,000 & month from the generel funds
of the treapury for the contimance of the payments heretofors

approved



Governor Barrows
August 21, 18937
Page 8

for old age mssistance cases together with the cost of sdninis-
.tration thereof, until such time &8 the bill for proﬂdiﬂ for
old age assistance and educational equalization, as passed by
the 88th Legislature, has become effective under the provisions
of the Constitution, or has been rejected by referendum vote

of the people, '

The Act lest referred to was Citapter 248 of the Publie
Laws of 1837, which was voted on last Monday August 16th, in a
Btate~wide referendum, Unofficial abulations indieate that the
people of the Btate rejected this Act by a wide margin. Returns
from all the cities and towns have not yet been received and the
vote has not yet been tabulated by the Governor end Council snd
the official result ennounced.

Up to the time vhen the official returns of votes on
the ‘referendum h&ve been received and it is possidble for the
Governor and Couneil to meet end oanvass the returns and offi-
cially declare the result of the referendum vete, the sum of
$80,000 & month, or &s much therecf as muy be needed, is now
lag'a}.l.y uvailabia and may be used legally to make payments for
old &ge assliatance, '

Respectfully,

Frang U, Burkett
Attorney General
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