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.July 6, 1937 

Hon. George J. stnLre 
Commissioner Inlan~-Fisheries and Game 
Augusta. Kaine 

Dear Commissioner: 

C~i:laints· have. been received at this of1"1ce that dam-· 
age has been done to the dam which was erec·ted last year at the 
t~ot ot H1Jhland Lake, otherwise called Duck Pond, in Westbrook, 
and that.this damage has been caused by people ot both sexes who 
have gone to the dam tor the purpose ot swimming. 

I 1µ1derstimd that the large ~ronze marker which was 
placed on tl;le dam was forcibly' removed and has disappeared and 
that attallpts_.have been _made to operate the. whef!l controlli,ng the 
t.low or water, and that some damage has been done to the screen. 

This dam was erected, as you know, by the fl.P.A. on 
l~~ wnich was purchased by the cottage owners- surrounding the 
lake and deeded to the State and both the dam and the lano. on which 
it. sits are the pr.operty of the State. I have tQld representa­
tives or the Duck Pond_ Improvement Association, who are the people 
most vitally interested 1n having this property protected, th~t 
the State has an obligation to protect_this property and that both 
State ~nd city officials should take steps to J)l"event further tres­
passing on this piece or State property" • 

. In my opinion, in· view or the damage that ha.s,alread7 
been done, ·the State should take steps to see tb.a·t parties do noi; 
use the State property., including the ~am, for swimm1ng'and bath­
ing purposes. 

Very truly yours, 

'(.Franz U .' l3urkett) 
Attorney General 


