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May 27, 1987

Hon. Frengis H, Friend
Bkowhegan, Maine

Dear Franciss

1 have been delayed in veplying te your letter of May 21, beoesuse of

my inability to discusa the points raised in your letter with Dr, Coomba
who has been the State officisl handling the health regulations a?glying
to Parrakee$s. He has been in the office this morning and has told us
4 very interesting story conterning these birds end, after talking with
him I am very sure I do nat went any of them in my own houss.

Dr, Coombs says that between 1928 and 1922, there were seversl cases of
psittacosis, sonetimes called parrat fever which is & type of pneunonia,
in Aroostock County which were traced to these birda., In 1924, 2 ghip~
ment was recelved in Portland from California of-94 live and ¢ desd birds,
They were quarrantined and 7 more of them died which were found to ba
affected with this disease., About the same time iy Pittsburgh, Pennsyl=-
vania, a consignment was received by a chaln store, placed in cases for
sale and there were 13 deeths from pneumonia in that atore among. the emw
rloyees before the cause was treced to these birde. After cenaiderable
study of the question, the depariment of Health and ¥elfare issued a

rale &nd regulation on Februery £8, 1574, effective Mereh 1, 1924, vwhich
provided as followss ' ‘

®No peraon, firm or corporation sghall sell or transport
within the State of Maine birds belonging tn that branch
of the psittecine femily known as parrakeets or love birds,
provided that the transportation of such birds, which are
apparently well and were received in the State of Malhe bew
fore January 20, 1974, shall be allowed.

Any person, firm or corporation now owning, or having in
his possession, any parrskeets or love bhirds whieh have been
brought into the 8State of iaine within the past six months,
shell report at once to the Btate Buresu of Health any -
siciness which may occur among such birds.%

This reiulation.is still in effect and, &= you will notice, provides that
these blrds cannot be sold or transported vithin the Stete,

I trust that this anawers the quesztion vhich you asked in your letter.
If not, I.shall be glad to into the matter further with you,

Very truly yours,

Franz U. Burketd
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