
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



This document is from the files of the Office of 

the Maine Attorney General as transferred to 

the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference 

Library on January 19, 2022 



I • f 
., 

• r •· 

Hon. Hodadon c. Buzv.ell 
Belt as t,. ••1M 

Dear Brother Bus~elll 

May 2'1, 191'1 

· Kr. C.P. Osgood ot the Department ot 
£gricu1 ture handed to me the CJi>tteaponden.ee he has had nth 
you and Kr. Bphraim t.1ttlefielA,. and asked me to re,-ly to 1ti. 

I w:aa in the e.enete in u,:zis -nien tne Milk 
Control Boarcl la,r was enacted, lu4l something to d~ rl tJ1 1 ~ 
preparation £.nd h•.,e rieted as attorney for it since it commenced 
operation:. in Js.p:ril, ·: 19!5., 

,Beltaat was one or the early tH!.rkete set up 
by the Boal'cl and pricea r~r both reta11. and Ylholeeale m11k were 
established, and have since been in ef'teet. .Belhst has been 
one ot the urket• in the State 'lhicn hes required 17-ez,- little 
o•ers1fht t'rom the Boar4. lweeything has been ven• quiet and 
p•acetul aa tar aa the Board kn·ow• unt11 the attentiQ'n ot the 
Board wa• ealled to the policJ recently put into erteet by 
Jlr. · .Littlef1&14 and the Kittridge Stor.-. It Will be very 
apparent to 7ou that p·rice eontx-ol eennot be .maintained in Bft1' 
ar• unle•• all t1f the de&:l•~• and ::roc!uee:r1 are Ytilling to 
oooperate, and it •111' one •tar~keepel' or producer 1a·-perm1tte4 
to 1ell milk at a lower pric~ than that tixCJd bf the Boar41 
the m•rket cannot be kept in control and the Board wilt be 
oblieed to •ithdraw t"roal that •rea. 

. . I -t; seet11a •eey p1a1n to me and t~ the Board 
that if Mr. L1ttlef'1eld gi'v•• away a quart of' milk to the 
purchaser ot ten quarta 1rho presents bottle cap,, he 1•, in 
etrect, giving a discount which 11 ~rohib1ted by the rules and 
r•gulationa ot tbe Board, and he iii selling his milk at a lesa 
priea than the Gontrol one• 

· I understand thht :Jr. Li ttletteld is very 
?llUCh 1n tevor o~ a controlled market, and that he and all the 



Hon. Hodgdon c. Bus1ell 
Ua7 27• 1937 
Page I 

other 4ealers in Belfast, and the State tor that matter, are 
convinced that it the control ot the Board were removed the 
prioe of milk would rapidly decline to the eame level aa milk 
which is ahi;,ped out of the State to the Boeton market. 

I ntched. the oper•tion or this Board for 
over two years and while, lik• yourselt, 18J training amt· 
political belief• are in general opposed to the theory o~ 
goverD111ental control ot ~rices and busine11, I am flrm.17 con• 
vlnoed that the operation ot tlaia Board haa been of·graat 
aaa11tanie to faNer• and milk 4ealer11 ~ that under "it 
their rwrnue EoF the past two years haa been many- bmldreda 
ot thousands ot dollar• more than. it would have been had the~e 
been no auch Board.. 

. I trua t you will be Yi llin& to 1ee Kr. 
Littlefield and conT.l.noe him that the aystea he baa adopted 
1• contraey to the rules and regulation• ot the .Board and 
very harmful to the continua ti.on ot control prl.ce-JI in the 
Bel.t~st area. 

PUB B 

.. 

~1th,k1Jldest personal regard•• I u 

Very truly 7our1, 

lran& TJ. BUJ'kett 
Attorney General 
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