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May 20, 1987

Honersble %{llism 5. Linnell
19€ Liddle Etreet
Portlsnd, Maine

Lear ¥r. Lirmells

ir, Runnells has handed to e your letter
of Eay 18, end tells me that a further check has been
made but they do nct find the check »f the Fubzam &
Horpmunn Brewing Coapsny.

The Aduxz Behefdt Brewing Comreny is being
roturned to them today.

¥ith veference to the third paragreph of
your letter, I have disonsseéd vith dr. Runnells end the
members of the State Liquoy Commisslon on seversl
ogeasions as tr vhat should be done relative to the
return of moneys paid in to the Stute under the illegal
regulations to which you rofer, and I see no way that
this could be done other than ty & claim ~resented through
the Claims Committee of the Legislature, or some action
by the Governor and Council,

The money involved in the aggregate smounts
to &8 comsldersble sum, including sums eollseted Tor certi~
ficates of spproval, and fmporters licenses both of which
were declared :!.nvalid 28 & rule and regulation 27 the
Commizsion and from licenses issusd to retailers »f mals
beversges which became vold after having been used for
only six months a&s the result of ¢n unfavorable vote at
the last September election.

The amount owing to any narticular individusl
is comnaretively small snd I believe that the Uovernor and
Council would hesitate to make these refunds in view of the
present finencial condition of the Etste with whieh you

ere familiar,



Hon, W, 8. Linmell
Msy 20, 19387
Page R

. As far as your particular client is
concerned, it is true that he praid $£00 for a certifi-
cate of spprovel which was later declared invalid, At
the session of the Leglislature which just adjourned,
there was passed a bill which was introduced with the
approval of wholesale and retasil malt beverage dealers,
and which imposed this same kind of regulstion by
legislative act w¥ithout cobjections from any of the
reople who would have to pay the fee which was reduced
from $£00 to $100.

, May I point out to you also that because of
the system adopted under which these certificates of
approval were issued, a method of control was set up by
the Liguor Commission whieh was of great advantage to
wvholesalsars and retsilers, snd the pame purposes were
secomplighed as will now be accemplished under the new
method of exagting this same type of fee under legislative
provisions,

I om weri this to you with the full
resnligation of the moral obligation of the ftste to vhich
you refer, but in view of all the facts, I see no way
that this money can be refunded except by action of the
g::t i{ginlatura, ar by an Order of the Governor and

uneil, '

If you are not in agreement vith any of
the facts and conclusions which I have stated, I should
be glad to hear from you or to duscuss the matter with
you further. '

Very truly yours,

Frang U. Burkett
Attorney Genersl
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