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October 23, 1936 

St4tement ·on Diafranchiaemeut ~f Paupers. (Probabiy a press release) 

There.has. been exhibited .to me a ·statement purporting to have 
pr:lginatt!d in Wuhi.nitQn with Chairman Lone~gan {-a J)e-,crat £rom. 
Connecticut) of the Special &!nate Conlld.t~, c) a:f m1,ng. t<> be inve-sti­
g•ting ~a,ign ipendiq in_Maine in :which he critici•a th$ _ruling 
-of ~ .: Ati»rne;y. ·~ral of' Maine in the interp~etation of Maine pauper 
laws. with re~p~ct to VQtiJtg. 

The Constitution of 'Maine p:royide4 tha.t paupers shall. not be allowed 
to VQ-te 1 and 1:~. Sup~ Co\il'.t of Ma1D.e has defined a pauper 'Ul\~r that 
provi•ion of the Conatit~tiQn. , 

In all of .., many opinion.a to municipal off f.cera. in Maine coneerntng 
t,lle right of paupers to vote, 1 nave been guided by ~ plaii1 wording o£ 
the ·Q>.ustitutton and the wora. of the .Mai-.ie ·Sup:tem,e Court defining wtiat 
constitutes _a paupex with ~•ap~t to voting rights, ,a'D.d I have consist~ 
ent1y· .advised that the rec~lpt :of Fia•ral atd of.d. not coustitQte the 
r~cipient. a p~er under the M.d.ne law. 

Mr. Lonergan. state·d .that my ophiQI\ had been rendere-d witbOw: ~011 .. 
sJ.ilting the lateat expreu~ of tbe MB1".'e legi.slatUJ:$. That is not 
tnse. tne ~e:rp~s of 'the Maine statu.t,s appe-.riug 1Ii tbe Ass.o.cf.ated 
PJ;es• .rep0~i;s.~ and aUegedly·qUQtiag Hr. LODerga11 IIU.UJl: ·have b~•11 c.are­
(ully -cbiaen to pre•ent ,i -dlffe~ con$tru.cticm tif Maine law thsn a 
co11plete rea:d:J.,ttg of thAa undele.ted .1tat.ute.s wi.11 allow,. 

'1'ltUe has neve~ been ~-~d to ~ attenttoa ~ instance 'WQi!.re a. 
penon .l.4Wfu.lly ·aJ.lowe4 tQ vote d.s denie.d t:nat ·X"f.lht because ·of the 
f·a<lt t~at ha ••s rece.:l,vlng ]'.ederal re.lief, and as.suredly tl\e-r$ ·•a.a no 
occasion -for my giving -8'1lY different s:d:,ice than I have &1Vf!IIl in view' 
of tbe a•sur.ance ·from the present adndniatrs,t~C)lt that Federal :r!'eluf 
wa.s condu.cted on :a ·J:iOD.-parti.san b-asis. 

Chai~ L(merJ.$1 ha.s bt4m ad.td.~oz:med as to the l• pbtaining 
.in the· State of Ma1.ne -.nd, a,ppa.rently II aa to the f~ts .. 


