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October 23, 1936
Statement on Disfranchigement of Paupars. (Probably a press release)

There has been exhibited to me a statement purporting ta have
originated in Waghington, with Chairman Lonergan (a Democrat from
Connecticut) of the acial Senate Committee, claiming to be investi-
gating campaign spend: in Maine in which he criticizes the ruling
of the Attorney Ceneral of Maine in the interpretation of Maine pauper
laws with regpect to voting.

The Constitution of Maine proyides that paupersg shall not be allowed
to vote, and the Supreme Court of Maine has defined a pauper under that
provigion of the Constitution. :

In all of my manzaapinim to municipal officera in Maine concerning
the right of paupers to vote, I have been guided by the plain wnrdi:g‘of
the Constitution and the words of the Maine Supreme Court defining t
constitutes a pauper with respect to voting rights, and I have consist~
ently adyised that the receipt of Federal aid did not comstitute the
recipient a paupér under the Maine law. :

Mr. Lonergan stated that my opianlon had been rendered without con-
sulting the latest expressions of the Maine legiglature. That is not
true. The eéxcerpts of the Maine statutes appearing in the Associated
Press reports, amd allesedldzémtiu'g Mr. Lonergsan, musk haye begen care-
ﬁull{e-:hasen to present a - erent construction of Maine law than a
complete reading of the undeleted statutes will zllow.

Thére has nsver been called to my attentiom ingstance where a
racn lawfully allowed to vote was denled that xight bécause of the
act that he was recelving Federal relief, and assuredly there was no
occasion for my giving any different ddyice than I have eﬁém in view
of the assurance from the present administratitm that Federal relief

was conducted on a non~partissn basis.

Chairman Lonergan has been misinformed as to the law pbtaining
in the State of Maine and, apparemtly, as to the facts.

Clyde R, Chapman
At%omey General



