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STATE OF MAINE 

DEPARTMENT OF T_HE ATTORNEY GENE_RAL 

AUQUSTA 

!be Hcm.ora'bl• 0ov9fflOI" and Couaotlt 

Repl)"ta, to· your _reoen.t reque.et r•l~tt.Te to Abtsentee 

kl.lot• hento.atta-ehed, :t·rq"cttu.111' adT11e aaa tou-., 
. . 

. hoa .th. attldfflt• heNto ..... , .... l,y -- I.Po••••. 
fowti Clert o~ Kaold ... pcw'l, aa4 woiu 1. Gal'dinff, Ina Clerk ot 

Cutlei,,. it appeall'• •• t0Un1a 

!tut be11ota •••• 1A euh ••• P•ior to· the eleei1on ob

kined.througb the ot1"1c•• ot Cand.14ete Geo,,•••• Hoaoa, Ud on 

•lect!on 4117 th• ._,,elope• eonta1.n1n& .. id ballot,••• deli•eNd 

._ the ·i-etpfftiYe Cl•~b ot 1a:ld towu •• to'l.ton, •1st 

To 1!'4u I. ~,., !OWD Cl•rk ~ Jlaoh1as,on, bJ au, 
BM••~ in pe•.on, -4 to Luetua 1. Gatta1nn, town Clerk of Outlw., 

la A envelope a4dMl"4 to L. 1. Gatdiner, 1-o• Clel'k, 111\h •• 

aaae of o .. •• BanaOD.1 l'aohiall)ort, ••1rt•· a ~• uppel' left hQd 

. It appear• "that 'the Maeb1aai,ort baltot1 were 4eUYered to 

the !mm. CleJ"k of Outle!', Ul4 the Cutler Mllot1 wr• 4el1veNd to 

the town Clerk of llaob1a•port. 

!he •tatuto?'T req,tirements Nlatj:ye ·to abaent •otW are 

"917 4etin1tely and clearly- apr•••••• 8aotion ,·ot Chapter•• rt.•• 



e·"' 
prOYidea 'that a peraca ay.ll.1'1QS ~or an absentee ballot..,- seeuN 

the proper f'QJIII ot appltcatton it he •1,y -1'1811., or oth.erwi••· a:,.pliea 

there.to!' to the· clerk ot the city o:r to• where he 1.a entitled to Toter. 

Seet101'l 6_or sa1dchapter provides th&.t mi abaentee voter 

may Tote alter t11iq ai,~lioatian and receiviul ballot ·•1,y u111ns 
' 

ta14 b&llct as hereinafter provided or by del1verin.g said baliot ill 

z,erscn tQ sucn eit,.cr.tmu elerk" • . •Sa.id voter ah&ll enelo,e eaC 

seal th.e envelope ~~rovided -tor in Clause I> of Sect101\ a, endQ••• 
the.reQJl hi$ name.,· -4dNu _bod . ..-ot101 ;laee, and mat; the asme rith1a 

the tiae pre&e,tbed in the t~l.o1dilg section b7 re11ster.S .ail~-

qu&stlng r.. ·re~ iteo.e1,t ·thn-etor» paaw.,e :pNpa141 a·t -, Po•t Ot'fiee, 

021 •117 4eli:rer ••• in person •• aboTe DN•~••• • 
Iutructioas to Yotq,•11 pz-~aJ>ed _by the 8"rcta17_ ot State, 

agp-.r. to be 1a · aao·oriance vi th the roregoiq Ste tutn.r, l'efl.U.1Nlla$at• 
•• ,re find on Page 11., "9 perlCIA · ta .i,eNitt.ed to JIQe •Jplleattoa 

. ' 

· tor ballot to be u•ed tF 811¥ o~ ~tel'~. . On Page 12 ·•• t1n4·; •ae.t 

... e by Jce.t.si.rett Ka.11.t J>O•ta1e prepaid, ~qu.eetitil 4 re-.rn reee-1pt., 

o:r it aa.a7 be 4el1••red.to t.he -cl.ark in pe7soa•• 

In. the instant ease· acme ot th~••·recviireaenu. at. the atatllte 

seea to have been ea11s,lied -e-i th·. 

Th• statut-. ~1itovide tor an Ot'tici&.1 loa1Jlating Ballot 

tollowed by the deaigu.tion.ot the polling olaee tor mieh the ballot 

ta -prepariN .. · Opilli-on ot the luatieea, lff l4e.;. 481.· ... llot1· 1,su.e4 

ia one ton may be traru,terred to another by autbori q o~ the Seere .. 
. vnone.Lv · 

tary at State, a:a• ~ N '.LW~.,_ _,,,... a,;: il•1•:t <'tttielal 'ballot• 
2.LY.1E 01:. WV1"'1&: . 

1n the second ton.• Opinion of . .Tuaticea, 124 Xe. 481. 



!here doe• not appear to hffe 'been tlJV' authority trOll 

the Sui-etaIT or State to ti-anater the •lloh u •• done in 

this caae. 

h-oa the toregcing, it appear• to •e th.at the three 

•••1a1port ballots appeartq in the Cutl~r poll, aact the three . 
Cu.tler ballot• ap,peariq in tile a&eb.iaaport J}Oll cannot be 

eounted because th.e:re •• no lepl authority tor the tnndff' 

aaa the ballot• 4o not appear to b.eTe ~ u.itecl ·or cleliffret 

1• perMn to the towo eleru,aceordtq to th• requtr••u ot 'tile 

ate.tut•~ by the voten th~•l•••~ 

ILFH 

vnoneJ.v 
l:lEbVYJ.WEMJ. OIL .LHE Y.LJ.OIHIIEA OElllEYVr 

2.LYJ,.E O~ WYlll'IE 

l 


