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STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
AUGUSTA

May 29, 1088

Honorable Lewis O. Barrows
Secretary of State
Avgusta, ¥aine

Dear Sirs

Conterning the conatruction of the statutes re=
quiring a license fee of $500 for traveling eircuses, and
whethey or not the state is reguiring that such circuses
pay a registpation fee in Maine on trucks brought into the
state and used in wsormection with the perfermances of puch
cirouses, 1 am pléased to advise that heretofore it khas not
beer the preotice of the state to require traveling oircuses
to register thelr trucks in this state,

This praétice was commenced by Secretary of State

Edgar G, 3““25 and his policy hes since been followed,.

SBecratary Smi took B practical view of the law end was of
zhu opinion that the legislature did not intend to impose a
500 lioense fee and, in eddition, require registration fees
on. truokss Were this to he done, the combined ligense and
registration fees would amount to a sum vhich vould be prow
hihitory for prastieslly &1l circuses. I{ has been the view
of the state that the possible and, under the circumstances,
practical construction of the statute was that the license
fee of §8500 would be all that the state would regquire,

Bacretary Smith also felt that in adopting this
eonstruction he was according a courtesy to the other states
of the Unien, which eourtesy is decorded by those states,
That is, o the geound 6f reciprocity.

Very sincerely yours,

Attorney General
CRC H
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