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STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
AUGUSTA

April B8, 19856

Baynond C. 8usll, Becretary .
Pecy Isleo-Bedgewlck Bridge District
Stonington, Maine

Dear Sirg

. Under date of april 10,you request the apinion
of thiz office concerning the meaning of the ward
appearing in Bection 1 of Artiele IX of the Donatitutiom
of the Btate of Haine, You &re interssted to lesrn vhether
S“' h:ﬁnﬂw word "may¥,in the ssction, is to be comstrued as
B ®

In snswer o Jmar {neuliyy, I sm of the opinion that
the word "may*, under the particular elrcumstences, must be
construed "shall®, 0f course, the Constitutional Amendment
appearing in Chepter 188 of !ﬁa Resolves of 1088, iz a
conpanion measure to Chaepter 88 of the Privete & Spebisl
iet of 1938, whioch went to Referendum by provision of the
Lill 1tsel?l snd wag voted on by the neople of the State s
the same time #s wea the Constitutional Amendment, Readin
the twvo measures togethep, and realizing that the reerle o
the 8tate of Mains approved both measures at the same tine,
1% is obvious that e intention of the Legisleturs efd the
people of the Btate af Kaine was that the bonds provided for
should be issued vhen meadsd withous further legislative act
or vote of the people, The particulsy wording of Beetion 21
iz employsd In other Amendments to the Constitution snd has
the sanction of sudh usage apart from the obvious intention
appearing in Chepter 122 and Chapter 89.

hecordingly, I sm of the opindon thut the word Ymay®
in the sbove Section £1, must be construed to mean "shell®,

Very- truly yours,

Clyde R. Chapman
Attorney General

 CRC H



