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STATE OF MAINE 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

AUGUSTA 

Karch 10, l91fJ 

•r .. Carroll o. S&rgent 
~tttm, Maine 

Dear· 11J-I 

In response to yot.tr• ot thJ E7th, .t have to into:rm you- th•t :lt 
1• not our ~r•ctiee to give an otf~oial op1~1on tn otb~r tllan State 
uttera. 

Informally ~nd unott1cially, I q pleased to auggest that tha 
·1egislature, bf Chapter 36 ot tne Private and Sp9ctal. Levi ot l9l&, 
dS,J<,,l"l!a'J.1.sed the t0"5n ot Uo~t. Chase. . ~& right .,_f the &t•t• to Pl"O• 
v1de for thlt au.r:rede:- ot the organi•att•· ot a to'IU .-.nnot be qu• .. 
tioned., •unicipal cor~r•t1on1 are me~• instrua.ental:J,t1et or th• 
State ro"' the ao,-e eonv-eatellt · b4m.1niatrat1M or loeal gOYel'l'lmertt •.. 
2he1r })Owers a:re s-.ioh •• the leg1alatttre ~flf cont•:r• and these -.,, N 
enlarged, e.br:ld·led or entirely "1. thd:r••· ~t 1 ta plea:;ure. By the 41•• 
orgaa.t.sat1on of Mount Cha.ee, the T.lol'ler• pJ-eV1ously poe_aes&ed by the 
to• rev+?rted to the •t•te, escept e po-rtion ot them ·whteh t~e 1,eci•• 
li.tu.re continued in. the rnwaio1p~ li t7 l>Y prov1dtn1 th~t,• •the corporate 
•latence, powers, dut1~• «-nci 11Ab11:tti•• ot . 1,d,d t~11 lhi,ll aunive 
ror the puri, '>$& of' l'Z-osecuttng ~d def ending all peading su1 ta and 
cau1e1 ot' au.1t1 to t'ilt1Ch. .aid tam 1,, er mBy be;, a .Party •nd all •"4411' 
tul proeea• pewing out cf ti'ie ai.me. including .'.orovi$1on to~ tlle paJ'Dlellt 
ot all o~ any- judptmt <>r• debts ·w·hi~b !?lay" be rendt~ed ac•inst iltteh town 
or ex1s~ tn ri.vc.,7 ot 6SJ1' .c~ed1 tor•. 

. . The a.ot said nothing ot • out1tand:!.ng · taxes which bed been levied 
fbut not collected prior to the et.teetive d•t• ot the act, It has been 
· ~kid by the · courts that tbe ~ower ot taxation 1s leg1alat.:t.•e• &ncl c•n• 
··t1ot be· e:x_erois.ed other?'1se than 1.m,der the authority ,,r the legislature. 
It aeaas to me ~&t \'Chen the.act of disorganiz.ution became e1'tect1.,• 
&ll po'l·er · of tan t1on in an, torm w£.t• ,-1 thdrawn. fl-Oil 1 t• author1 ~••, 
and all persona holding ott1ce 1n the to,m. 1."8re ~rohibited trOJII attentp• 
ting to exerctee ~ ot the 1\tnctions ot .their etficea ex~'Jpt aueh a1 
•ere expre,1ly re•~rved to them. · 

There. being notbirig 1n the act relative . to .cutatanding taxea 
which 'hbd bee.n levteo. but not collected, 1 t seer.:s to me that 7ou.:, 
powez, to eallect taxes ceaaed on and a:r_ter Karch l, 1918. 

Veey truly your1, 

Deputy Attorney General 


