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- STATE OF MAINE
DEFPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENE.RAL
AUGUSTA

March 10, 1986

Hr. Carroll G. Sargent
Battem, Maine

Dear Sirs

In response to yours of the £7th, I have to inform you that it
1‘t§°t our practice to give an offictsl opinion in other than Btate
BnatLers, :

Informelly end unofficially, I am plessed to suggest that the
‘legislaturs, by Chapter 86 of the Privaie snd Special Laws of 1828,
disorganized the town of Nount Chase. . The right o7 the Stete to prow
vide for the surremder of the organlsation of a town gemnot be guase
ticned., Nunieipal corperations are mere instrumentslizies of the
Gtate for the more convenisnt sdministration of loesl govermments.
Their powers are such &s the legislature muy confer, snd these may be
enlarged, ebridged or entirely withdrewn at its pleasure. By the dlse
orgenleatlon of Mount Chasze, the nowers sreviously possessed by the
town reverted to the stete, exeept & portion of them which the leglse
leture continned in the munieipslity by vroviding thwt,« "the oorporats
existence, powers, duties snd ifadilities of said town shell survive
for the purp:se of prosecuting snd defending all pending suits end
caupses of sults to whieh seid town is, or may be, & party end all need.
ful process growing out of the sens, ineluding bprovision for the payment
of ail oy any Judgment or debts which may bs rendeved against such town
or exist in fever of sny creditor®,

 The sot said nothing of amy outstanding texes wiich hed been lovied
fbut not collerted prior te the effective date of the act, It has been
‘Bald by the eourts that the vower of taxetion is legislstive, and cane
ot be exercised othervise than under the suthority of the legiszlature,
It seems 4o me thet when the set of disorganivetion became effective
all power of taxetion in any form was vwithdrawn from its authoritdes,
end all persons holding offite in the town ¥ere rrohibited from attenpe
ting to exercise eny of the funetions of their effices eoxcept much ss
wers expredsly reserved to them, .

-

There being nothing in the met relative to cutstanding taxes
which-had been levied but not collected, it ssens tn me that vouyw
power to @cllect taxes ceaped on end after Merch 1, 19%6.

Very truly yours,

Deputy Attormey General
BuF H



