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STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
AUGUSTA

Haroh & B 1936

Rev, Henry E. Dunnack
Btate Librarian
Augusts, Maine

Rer Inquiry Beulsh B. ikeley, ILibrsrian
Presque Isle Free Librnr§¢

Dear ¥r, Dunnsoki

Answering the inquiry of Beulsh B, Akeley, I am pleased to suggest
that Section &, Paragraph IIl, of Chapter 13 of the Bevised Btatutes,
relating to exemptions from taxation, includes the real snd personal
property of all bDenevelent snd charitable institutionns,

I am also pleased to inform you that in 11 Corpus Jurie, Psge B19,
Section 28, it ia expressly steted that,~ e '

*a {&ft for the surpose of establishing or supperting a
public library is a cheritable gift,"

I would Turther esll your attention to the case of Dascomd V, Marston,
80 Maine, 222, in which the Court salde

"Thirty thousand dollars is bequeathed to the trustees of
Bloomfield Academy to be approprizted at their disorstion

in founding & free publie library in the town of Skowhegan,
The legecy is certain and specific and for & charitabdble
purpose, and should be peid to the donees adecording to its
tenor,. The suthorities already clied establish its validity .t

Very meny courts outside of Haine inqludiﬂa the United Etates Courts,
the Courts of California, conneetieut,'!iltnois, Massachusetts, Michie
gun, New Jersaey, New York and Ohioc, have ssid that gifts for the prur-

p:;: of establishing or maintalning publioc libraries sre charitable
4 L

I esnnot conceive of any remson why & town should desire to tax & gift
which has been given to the town in trust for & charitsble jurpose,

Yery truly yours,

Deputy Attorney Genersl
sLF H



