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STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
AUGUSTA

Februcry £7, 1036

Lestar indrevis
Texn Clerk
Ouklend, Meire

Desr &irs

You have reguested of thls offlce an opinion &5 to the
metnod to be folloved in the selection of the 5 caan&klors to be
elected &t Ocklend in accordence vith the trovisions »f lev es-
teblishing &« Town Huinsger form of governuent for Osklend.

I understend from you, end I heve Inspected ti.e law, snd
notice that wvhile at the first election one men is to he elected for
‘a u-year term, ¢ nen far & L-year term ond £ men for & l-yosy term,
Tite low 18 silent as.to the Fform of ballot to be used, Thet 1s
whntuwr or not cundidates a1re to offer tiemselves for & Zeyeser %erm,
the 2+year term and the l-yeer term respectively, or vheilepr the
Swyear term is ¢t be given te ti.e condidate lolding the largest

waber of votes; the ﬁ‘Fﬂir term to the £ nen hwelding the zecond
and third 1&rgest namber of votes, &nd the l-yeoar tern to tue 2 men
walding the fourth endé fifth larpeﬁt number of votes,

From a careful study of your ¢uestlon, I do not find thut the
courts of ~ur state huve ever been called to psss unen 1, ner do I
find sny genmerel lev vhich ks kedpful. iowever, it hars been the
ruling of this office in the pust in similar situ¢t1nns, end it hus
heen the -ructico in thie gtute that the long term of office shell be
given to toe one hinlding tie largest vote. Accﬂrdingly, in folloving
out the “receﬂant of prectice, I #m of the aviunion tiet you ghould not
on FOUY ballot designete the perticaler terms of office but si-nly
tuat the voteore ere to gelect 5 couneilors.  From the 5 so selected
¥you will tien secord the Z-yeer teram of office to toet cendidate vho
has polled tie hiphest vnte, tie B-yeer term &ffice to the £ cindi-
dstes olling the second and th rd largest manber of votes, and the
l-year torm of office t~ t - £ eundidates holding the fourth énd fifth
largest number ~f votes, ‘

Very truly yours,

Attorney Generel



