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i.est3r AndrP-Til 
Tc\'.n Clerk 
Oaklt.nd, :J.i.:ine 

De&.r 61rt 

STATE OF MAINE 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

AUGUSTA 

You h.&ve ·reQuested of this office a.n o;-1.nion i-s te the 
~etr.od to be. 1"ollO'ft-ed in th~ cel,eotion ot the 5 coundlors to be 
elect(Hi ot !'J,ci-::ll-,nd :tn accorclance vi th the ·-:-:rovisiona ·nr lew es
ts.bli shin£ t-~ To'AU Mu.nag er :f crm. ot · govern.'U.e.nt tor . Oi.kla.nd. 

I '!2.ndtrstE.nd tro!:l you,. E:...11d I ha:o.ve ins1)ected u~e law, and 
net.lee that while at the first·e-lect:1.on one man is to bs elected for 
·a .. 3-yc,ar term, P. ,nen for a £-year term and f men tor a 1-:,('>ar tem, 
"ti.J.e 1:::.-; is silent as . to tbe rorm or btillot · to bf! usad. Th2.t 1s, 
't"Jhether or not candida tf!S ~1·e t·o offer ti,emsel ves tnr c:. l-yt,&.r te~, 
the 2 ... yea.r tam s.nd the l-yee.r term res pee ti vely, or V;'hether the 
s ... yea:r term is t•~· be givt">n to tt~.e candidate l~olding the lE\rgf!st 
nu:'lber ~f votes; the t-yct·r term. to the .f? rien holding t:he second 
and. third l&rcest namber ct votes, &1.nd the l-yei1r tem to tlle 2 men 
;,aldine thP. fourth a.n~ fifth larp.:est n'Ull'lbc:r of voteil. 

Fr?m a careful study of your (_p.cstion, I do not find t~.ut tlte 
courts of ,,11r st&tf) hvvf.! ever. been called to· pi&ss u~mn ~t; ner do I 
find &ny gencrP.l lE"t· l:r.ich ls r.eepful. l~or-ever, it h6.~.• been the 
l'"".Ilint; o!: tl:'ii !"i office in the p~st in similar s1tlu~t1ons., tnd it l"m.s 
bi,en th,: rr&.ctice in tiJit- atr:,te that thti long term of· office sl1ell be 
gi v-nn t~. t··ie 0ne. holding· t ::e largest vote. · A-ecl'\rdingly., in t<>llov;lng 
out th<"~ precedent of· practice, I 2·:n of t~10 -:,r1111on titr.t you should not 
on yo·:.:.tr bE.i.llot designete t~a, part:tct1.lar terms ct ·off:f.qe but s1"lply 
thbt the voters flre to select 5 com,.oilors •. From the 5 so self'tcted . 
y~u will t:~<"n aect"lrd the 3-yeE:r term of of:f":!,oP. t0 tht t eendidate ThO. 
t•e.!> polled t.l:e h.if'.hi!.:'st ,•r.-te, tttr. 1?-y~(,,r t,,,ro e!'fice to the 2 c~nc1-
d&tes- ·.~-olling the second ~nd t~d.rd largest nuobcr ot' votes, and the 
l-yNtr t~-rm of o.ff'icP. tr- t r 2 crmdid&.tes holding the fourth ;. nd fifth 
largP-st nu~ber ~r votea. 

Very tr11ly yc:i.1rs, 

A ttorncy Gm1era.l 


