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STATE OF MAINE 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL 

AUGUSTA 

Februcry 251 1936 

;:cu. \"."o.ldo k. Seavey 
Ii'orc:~t Co,.1:dssion€:r 
~ug•.1st;.i~ A:cino 

tear ·.:r. ~ectvyl 

Fer-"'·lying to yours of February U)• I am r,len· ,~d. to inform you the..t 
µrior to 1915 the L{.nd Ag~nt ht,d no author! ty to disnot-e of, tn any 
m&nner, lands reserved for i,ublic uses, er to l~uts.e such lb.nos for 
bny :,?.I"i<"d er t.ime,. !lis <.mthor1 ty in relation t'=> such limds seeom.a 
tc !Have been limited to the .rirrht to sell E-nd grnnt rights to cut 
tin1ber· tnd rrass bolonging to tho 1tat.e 1.Jntil .t.he lnnd is incor
r-o:r~teu into ,: tovin. 

The 1eeislz.ituro of H?l5., by tlie passage of Char,ter ~06, emended the 
l~T. rclc.ttv·e· to public 1::nda co es to read as follo,,st 

"The 1.t:i.nd ;.ient., under c!irectii::>n of the Govern(')r n11d Council, 
shD.l.l sell s. t -~·ublic or ·:,r1 vn tE=l 8'1-le ,;.nd grPnt rights to cut 
ti~ber and ~:rass bc-lon.gi::ig to the Dtate c.•nti tll~!Y · lease ct,mp 
f:!i tes en ltind!; belo~ing to the t,;tate, on suci1 toms ra.s they 
direftJ ulso tbP.1 right to .cut timber ~nd grass end lersse camp . 
sites 9n lot:.z reserved for -µublic uses in l\.ny. tor·nship or trect 
or l~nd ,mt1l the sL:!le is incorporated. ?reference in such sales 
or les.!:.ct sht.ll be given tn citizens_ o:f th.Et 6tEt.te 0f :tc.ine~• . 

Th£' ri?.ht..s of the o~ner of t;)e ti:nber and gr.nss 1:-.ro vel"y 11!':11 ted. He 
h~c no t.::. •.:J .. :~ t~ tho soil rnd no shore rights. e.xce;:,t s1tch as sro rea
s:mably necc:~si·ry for lo.ndin{f ::iur;-oses and ti~o c~rrying 1-.Ttsy, by' the 
usuc.:..~ methods, t.hf:! timber i.n.d grass. It Sf'!e::s t(:I me tl:i:t he hes no 
rirht to 1(::,:::.~o rn~r '?Lrt of the l'"'nf! fnr c~mp ei tes; ~:h.i;;. t right ho.vin~ 
be<'n ·giv<m exclusiv'Ply to· the Land. Agent(nor the Fore~t Co::m1iss1oner) 
ur.eor tho (1irection or the Oovornc:,r ~nd Coq.nc11, by the &foras-t..1d Ji.ct. 

In v:te,·· of tl~e foreg~inf', I E'.i:.1 co.:ipelled to ·f'msi-·er each of Y"'UT three 
qu.c- :., tioris 11'1 ti.a.: . neg~ ti ve. t.1y idea 15 tht. t t'r'.e •~ropor ': ·rocedure in · 
[;n? g1.vcn cE..~;e ,,.·0ulc be for th;e Fore$t Co'.'..:r.iisr,i!)nf?r tc, execute the 
lea:.;e, unC:.cr tt(.', directton of the Goye:-rn,:,r c~.nd_C"."!unc11, inserting a 
;"1r-::":vlsion t.1.r .. t nothinr: in the lease isi to be construed t:--is gr&nting cn:y 
rifht to cut, irtj(.i.re ,,r ctest.r·~y t"ie tir.1bn• or grf!.ss, ~r obstruct the 
oT•ni:-r ir. t: fl C'.l'tt.Lr:g of t.:.nrl rc-:::!:-•vir:g cu:1e by the custo!:t:.ry f...r,d '.lSUti.l 
t:2ctj1ods, L-r~d ht-i.•c· t::c letise ts~;entcd ti:- in ~·.-riting b;v ttn o~:ner of' the 
tL:1bt"~r. f.,!,C't L'.r, .. ~s. :ran c~ n .:-1r.ke s:1ch ·aivislori of tl·'f? remtt-1 as ::w.y 
so':·r.~ just. 

Very tv•ul .. .,· ,rour!I! 
... 'I;' - , ,.1 .. , 

D0put~r i,.ttornc~.~ General 


