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STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY.-GENERAL
AUGUSTA

Februery £85, 1936

o, Veldo K, Seavey
Forcet Comclssioner
augazta, ¥oine

Lear r, feavyl

Berlying to yours of February 19, I am plen-«d to inform vou thet
prlor to 1915 the Land 4gent hed no suthority to disnosge of, in sny
manner, lands reserved for nublic uses, cr to leese such lands for
Eny derlod of time, Ills suthority in relation to such lends ceons
tc have been limited to the pright to sell and gront rights to cut
timber znd grase bolonging to the state until the land is incor-
rorated inte 2 town,

The Legislature of 1015, by the passege of Chenter %08, smended the
lav relotive to public linds o eg to reed as follows:

®The Lond igent, under direction of the Governor and Council,
sholl sell st cublie or orivate mole &nd grent rights to out
tizber and «riss belonplng to the ltate ind nesy lease comp

#ites en lsands belonging to the Stete, on such terns ss they
direety also the right to cut timber und grass end leasge camp
slteg on lots reserved for public uses in any tornship or trect
of lend wuntll the sinme Ls incorporated. Preference in such sales
or leazes shitll be given to citizens of the Gtete of lizine "

The rights af the owner of tioe tixzber and grass sre very limited. lHe
hae wo titie to the soil ¢nd no shore rights. execent zuch as are resa-
gonably necerscry for lending surposes snd tue carrying sway,by the
usual mcilhods, the timber &nd grass. It seems to me thet he hes no
risht to lezse zny nert of the lind for cemp sites; ‘hut right hovin
heen given exclusively to the Land igent{nov the Forest Commissionar§
unCer the directlon of the Governor end Comnell, by the aforesild Act.

In vier of the foregning, I em compelled tc snsver each of your three
gucstions in tic negeiive. iy Ldea ie thit tre nroper rocedure in
eny given cece vould be for the Foregt Comlscioner o execute the
leasze, wnCor the direction of the Governcr snd Cruncil, inserting s
arevision t.at nothing in the lesse ig to be construed as granting sny
right to eut, injuare or destroy the tinber or gress, or obstruct the
avnsr in tie eutting of wnd rencving cede by thne custosmery snd ususl
nctiods, wrd Leve tho lesse essented to Iin »rlting bv the ovner of the
timber nd Jreps. You cin meke guch division of the rentel as nay
se<rn Just,

Very truly yours,

FaF & Deputy sttornoy General



