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STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
AUGUSTA

februery 1, 1026

Hon. Frank #, Holley
8tate Tex Assessor
Augusta, Halne

Dear Sirs

Under date of January 13, you requast the cpinion of this office
coneerning the 1nterpretat1an of that portion of Paregraph 9,
Secdtion 6, Chapter 13 of the Reviged Btatutes relating te the
estates of vetersns exempted to the wvalue of £5,000,

Chapter 53 of the Public Laws of 1985, amended Parasgraph 9, Becw
tion 8, Chapter 18 of the Revised Statutes so as o provide that
) nal property up to the velue of £5, of all

Yl marinet vho served in the war of 1861.5,
the Inaian nnrs the war with Epain or the World War and vere
honorably disuharzed whe shell have reeched the age of 8£ years,
are exempt Irom taxation,

The answer to your inguiry seems to depend on the definition of the
congtruction of the word "home® as it appears in the section. The
word Phome™ has been given a different meaning by the oourts in

many decisions besed on the sudbject matter under eonsideration.
After & careful investigation of the law, I am of the opinion that
"home"as it appears in ssid chapter means *home end edjoining lané
wvihere the owner with his family dwells and does not extend to
other tenements, lots and ferms®,

The word *home" as ordinarily defined, applies to the municipallity
in which & person lives as most definitions have 1t, and it is only
recently that the law has concerned itself with the partieular
house in which a person may reside. MNost guestions have arisen
with reletion to the town in which one hsas & pauper residencej or
in which one is entitled to vote; or in which one 1s subject to

& resident tax. But in $fiew of the wording of our statute the
particular house in whestion now requires definition,



Hon, Frank H, Holley
Stete Tax Assessor, Feb. 1, 1936 : 2.

The word Thome® has been defined by the New Lampsihire Courts
in Hoitt v, Yebb, 26 N. ., 158, as followsy

Filome, the house, snd the a&djoining land, vhere the
head of the témiiy dvells. It does not extend to
other tcnements, lois und fsrms that are not oecupled
persontlly by the ovner and his feumily., IHouses in
which they do not dwell, And the term does not necess-
arily a»»ly to sll those parcels »f land which nay be
adjoined and occunled together for the homestead is
the nlace of tihe house,®

The word has been defined in Black'!s Lew Dictionary as followsi

fThe hone nlaee, the nleee vhere the home is, It 1s
the home, The house and adjoining lend vhere the
heed of the fumily dwells. The horme firn., The fixed
resldence of the head of 2 femily with the lend and
bulildings surrounding the msin house.* '

Obvioualy, it was net the intention of the leglslature for a nman
to possess more than one home under the above se¢tion. If it so
happens that & man considers that Lie hac several housesz vherein

he reaides parit of the time, it is his nrivilege te elset vhich
house is to be considered as his home, provided, of course, thet
the house i3 setuslly & place of abode for hinm at least occesinnally,
This electicn 1s to be made bw him vhen he roturns nis 1list of - -
property,

Briefly, I wa of the opinion that & man msy have but cne home for
the purposes of exemntion from taxotion, end that his election is
to be respected provided the elements of a hone zre present,

Host cordially yours,
Attorney General

CRC H
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