
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



This document is from the files of the Office of 

the Maine Attorney General as transferred to 

the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference 

Library on January 19, 2022 



STATE OF MAINE 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

AUGUSTA 

Hon. Fraaik H., _Holley 
State fax Aaaeaeor 
Augusta, Ka1.n.e 

Dear S1rt 

february 1• 1918 

V 

Under date ot lanuary 13, you request the op1n1on or th1a ·ott1ce 
conoerning tlLe tnte:rpretat1oir or · that portion ot Paragraph 9JI 
S•dtion. e. Chapter U ot the Revised Statutea relating to th• 
estate• or ••terana exe~pted to th., v&lue of ts,ooo. 
Chapter 53 of. the Pu~lic I.awe or. 1985 acended Parecr•ph 91 Seo• 
t1on e,. Chapter 1& of the Revieed Sta!utea ~ • ·a to prortd• that 
~e• ,aQd p1r~1t.Pt!IVltW' up to the value o~ t&,ooo -of •ll 
so41er1, aaiors and ma~ine• 1'1\o se?"Ved in the wa~ ot lffl•&• 
t.'1.e . Indian Wfll'•• the war- with Spun· or the World War and ••r• · 
honorabl,' d.11ehar&ed who ahal.1 have reached the age .or 817ear1, 
are exeapt f'rom taxation. · 

!he amwer to tour 1nqutry •~• to depend on the det1n1tiora of the 
con•tructioft or the word "home• as 1 t. appears in the section •. 'fh• 
word •h0111e• ha& been g1ven a d1tterent meaning b1' the ooart• 1n 
mallY' dec1s1oas ba•ed on the subjeot matter ~er oona1derat1on. 
Atter·a careful 1nvest1tat1on of the law, I am ot the oplnion th•~ 
•hoa.-•• it appears ill aaid cbapt~r means •hone and adjo1n1fts land 
Where the owner with hls tem111 d.wel.11 and doers not extend to 
other tenement,, lot• and tam••• 
The word •home• as ordinarily defined, ap~lies to the mun1cipal1ty 
in ~htch a person lives aa most derinitione have it,. an~ it 1s onl.7 
re~ei1tly that the law has concerned ltselt with the particular 
bouae in which a person may reside. Kost questions ha•e arisen 
with relation to the town 1n which one· has a paupe~ ree14mceJ or 
in which one 1s·ent1tled to voteJ or 1n·which one is subject to 
a rea1den·t tax. But· 1n ttiew of the ?.ording ot our . stat,.,te the 
particular house in lfhestion now requires definition,, 



Hon. Frank H. Holley . 
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The Y,ord "home" has been detined by the NeT Hampsiiire Court• 
in Hoitt Y. T'.ebb, l'8 N. n., 158, as tollo9.1st· 

•Eome,. the housei and the adjoining land, where the 
head ot the tam1 y d~ells. It doea ·not .extend to · 
other tcnenents, lota and tarma. th&.t are not occupied 
person-t..lly· by t.'tc o"':ner and his ftanily. Hou,ea in 
Yhich tvey do not dwell, And the term doe• not necess
arily a:::,17 to all those parcela ,,r 1.e.nd which ciay be 
adjoined and oceu,1~ together ror the homeste~d is 
the place or th.e house·.• 

The "·ord has been defined in Black' a Le:v.- Dictionary as f'oll0ws1 

•The hone Pl&e4! the · ~laee ?there the ho~e 11... · It 1a 
the home~ ,~~ l(M1~e and adjoining leui where the 
he&d ot the trnully dwell•• 'rhe hor-e t1rm. Th-e fixed 
re1iden-ce o~ the head ot a ts:111 ,1th the _lend and 
buildings aurrounding the main house.• · 

Obvlou1ly., 1t was not the· 1,nte.nt!on ot the· leg11latur.-t f'o-r- a mllll 
to pose••• more than onft homa under the above SPCtion .. It it so 
t1appena th.At a ~an ~rut!dera th.at he hat severcl houses wherein . 
he resides part or the time, 1t is l:.1s privilege to elect .. v.h1ch 
house is to be cons1df.!red as h!a home, provided, fir. co11~1e, ttµ.t 
the t.011ae ta actually a place ot abode tor hio at least oaces1mua117. 
This election 11 to be mede by' him 'fhen ho returns nts 11st ~ 
property. 

Br1etq1 I w:a of the opinion that & mari r.iay h•ve but one home tor 
the purposes ot exr.1r.1tion frQII taxotion., end that his election 1• 
to be reepeeted yrov1ded the ,1ements of a h0t1e ~r• prooent. 

.CRC H 

Most cord1all.J yours, 

At~rney Oeneral 

vnen2.1.v 
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