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STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
AUGUSTA

Januery £9, 1936

Hon. Y. 8. Oven
&tate Purchasing Agent
Auguste, Maine

My dear Mr. Owent

In answer to your recent oral inguiry rogarding the
purehasing right of the 8State Liquor Commiszsion, I am pleased
to suggest that section 3 of chépter 800 of the Publie Lawe
of 1325, nrovides thas:

Pglald conmission mey employ, subject to the
a{proval of the Governor znd council sueh
clerical and other sssistents, end meke such
expenditures, a2 may be nesesssry to ecarry
into effeet the purposes of this sot,®.

Eection 7 of said chapter providal_thati

It shall be the duty of the commission %o
buy and have in its possession wine and
spirite for sele to the publie, Such wine
and spirits shell be purchased by the come
misslion directly &nd not through the state
purchasing agent snd sghall be free from
udulteration ard misbranding." ;

Bection 8 of saild chapter provides thats

BEaid commission is hereby suthoriged to
Leage and equip in the name nf' the state,
such stores, warerouses and other mershan-
dising faeiiities for the sale of liquor as
are necessary to carry out the rprovisions
of thisz sct,.®

The only power to purchase equiprent or supplies,
other than "vine &nd spirits® is contained in Sections 3 end 8,
You will note that Fection Z glves the commission povwer, "subject
to the aprrovel of the Governor &nd council to make such expen-
ditures as muy be necessary to eerry into effect tie purposes of
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tiils zotp® and that Eection 8 authorizes them "to lesse end
equip sueh stores, wirehouses and other merchandising ficili-
tles for the sale of liguor &s zre necess:ry to carry out
the »rovisions of this sct"¥,

Except 88 above indicezted, I find no prroviéion:
of lew vwiileh suthorizes the ftate Linuor Commizsion to rurchease
sunplies, nateritls and equipment,

iy Sections 18 to £7, inclusive, of Chapter £16 of the

Public Laws of 188l (ecwnonly referrod to as the "Code") seenm
to indicate beyond cuecstion that it iz the established noliey
of the Ltete that the ftute Department of Firance, through the
Bureau of rurchases, shull purchesge all supnlies, materisls and
gzgipmant required ﬂy tive Ltate govermment or hy iny depertment

agency thereof subject to the crovisions set forth in the
act; and that the terms "surolies®, "materials® and "equipment®
shiall be construed to mesn any and ell articles or things which
shall herssfter be used by or furnisted to the State or %o eny
department or agency thereof, and also any end all arinting,
binding, rublication of lsaws, journsls, end reports,

Thet the Legislatuire in the ensctment of said Chepter
200 reeopgnired end intended to presorve the sforessid established
rolicy of the State, seems to be tlesrly indicited in Section 7
thereof, by ithe use of the words "such wine end pirits shall Ve
purchaced by the tsmmission directly and not through the state
purchesing agent", '

The only possible exeentiomns to the foregoing cre thoss
found in Section 2 and Section 8 thereof, ¢nd eny exvenditures
irn Bection ¥ require the approval of the Governor snd counoil,
and Section 8 refers only to. ti.e egulpment of stores,

' It is, therefore, the opininon of thils department thet
all matericls snd office supplies required by the State Licuor
Conmission, except those purchased by aporoval of the Governor
and uouneii, should be purchased through the Btate Purchesing igent,

Very truly yours,

vhenealv _ _
DELYHBLWENL Ok LHE viiounB8IMEN chbtorney Ceneral
2LVLIE OL NYIUWE
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