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STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
AUGUSTA

Jamary 18, 1986

Hob. Charles 0. Beals
Commigsioner of Laboy
Augusta, Maine

Ret Interpretation of
Eection 1, Chmgter 88
Public Laws 19F8,

Wow (64 dup. 5 F5 (104

Pear 8irs

In your recent communication you esk my interpretation
cencerning the exemptions mentioned in Seetion 12 of Chapter 88,
Py Ly 1988, as they relate to "bollers used for sgricultnral purw
poses onlyi,'and especially 25 to vhether ruch exemption includes
boilggs in green houses in cities and toens wherein vegetebles are
ruaised,

The real question is xhather such greenhouses &are used
Rfor egricultursl rurposes®,

Agricultursl is rether an indefinite word which renders
the statute scmewhat uncertain, The definition given by Yebgter
1s, "0f or pertsining tn agriculture: connected with or cngsged.
in tillege.® Tagriculture® ig defined as the “art or sclence of
eultiveting the ground, including the harvesting of crops &nd
rearing end nansgement of live stoek) tilluged hushandry} farnings
in & broader sense, the science and art of the praduction of plants
and enimels useful to man, Ineluding to & reasonsble extent the
preparation of these rroducts for men's use. In this broad use it
includes farming, hortioulture snd forestry together with such sube
Jects as butter tnd cheese making, sugar meking, ete..®

, The words "agricultural purposes" Pare deseriptive nf the
nature of the use to which the land iz -uyt",

The term "agriculture® has been further defined as the art
or science of cultivatiny the ground, including the vreparation of
of the soil, nlanting the seeds, the raising and hervesting the crops
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and the rearing, feeding, and management of livestock, PIt is
incident te husbandry®, and Phusbandry® Webster defines to be Mthe
business of & farmer, camprahending agriculture or tillage of the
ground, the reising of cattle and other domestle animals

managenent of the deiry and whatever the land produces *‘****i.
But in a more common and appropriate sense 1t is used to signify
that specles of cultivation vhich 1s intended to raise grain and
other field erops for man and beast.®.

. From the foregoing it seems evident that the legislative
intent, in the use of the words "agriculturel purpoges®™ in the Act
under consideration, was for the benefit of those cultivating
lands susceptible of being ploughed &nd seeded from which erops
may ?e nroduced, and not for those operating a greenhouse in towns
or cities,

Very truly yours,

Deputy Lttorney General

SLF H

vhnenalyv
DELYHELWEML OL LHE VLIOBMEA CEUEKSYT
BLYILE O NYIME




