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STATE OF MAINE 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

AUGUSTA 

Hob. Charles o. Deale 
Commissioner or Labor 
Augusta,. .V:~·ine 

Dear S1rt 

Re.I Inte:rpretation ot 
Section lt, Ct.apter 81 
Public wws 192115. 
/J,,.; I,_,, ft~. e1s-, r:s, tf•,t. 

January 181 lSM 

In ycur recent communication you e..sk If'!¥ 1nterpretat1on 
oeneerning the exemptions mentioned 1n ~ect1on 13 of Chapter aa, 
P. L • .1935 as they relate to •boilers used tor agricultural pur ... 
poses on1yi,·1.nd espe~1all7 as to 'ro"hether tuch exemption. 1nct.udea 
boilers 1.n green h<"U&et in ci tie., and tC>Wll& 'l\:herein vecetabl.e• are 
:r&.ised. 

The real question is ~hethe~ such greenhouse• are uaed 
•ror agricultur•l !)Urpose••• 

Agricultural ia rather •n ind~f1n1te ~ord which render• 
the statute·· &Olle1Jhat une&l'tain. The def1ni t1o:n. given cy- '\f'ebster 
is, t10f or perta1n1n, to agrieu.lturet conne"1ted wtth• r.,r cm,a.ced. 
in tillage.• •Agriculture" is 4et1ued as tho "art or science ot 
cult1vat1na the cround, including the harvesting ot crops and 
rearinr, end 0anagement of live st~ekl till~get huaband1"f• ·raminga 
in a b~oader sense, the acienee and a·rt or the prt>duction ot plant• 
and nnimi.18 useful to man, 1nolud1ng tc, a reasonable extent the 
preparation or· those :~roduct.s for man' a use. In th..ts broad use 1 t 
_includes ts.rming, hoi-tioul ture and forestry together v.1 th aucb sub. 
jec~s as butter tnd cheese making, ~ugar making, ete •• •· 

The 'l'ords "agricul tura.l r,urposes" "are descriptive r,,f the 
nature of. the use to which the. land is ~utn, 

The term "agriculturefl has be~.n further defined a~ the art 
or science ot .cult1vat1n=,~ th~ ground, includirig the preparation or 
of the_ soil., :Jlanting the se.ed•, the raising and harvesting the crop1 
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and the rearing, feeding, and management ot livestock. 11It is 
incident to husbandry", and •husbsnd:cy• Webster defines to be "the 
business ot a farmer~ comprehending agriculture or tillage or the 
ground, the rcc.isin.g or cattle e.nd other doEestic animals! the 
ma.nascent ot the dairy and matever the land. produces•~•••••~ 
But in a more common and appropriate sense it 1~ used t.o signify 
th~t species ot cultivation mich is intended to raise g;rain and 
other. tield. crops tor man and beast."• ·. 

. From t..he foregoing it seems evident that the legislative 
intent, 1n· thft use of the wo~ds •ag~1cultural p~rpoae•" in the Act 
under consideration, was for the benefit ot those cultivating 
lp.nda susceptible ar being ploug}1.ed and seeded from which crops 
may be ~rod.uced• and not for those operatitis -n greenhouse 1n t~• 
or cit1e,, · 

Very truly y~urs, 

Dep~ty ittorney General 

vnonai.v 
DEbY16J.WEMJ. Oc J.HE VJ.J.OIH1EA OEJ.IIEl:fYr 
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