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STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
AUGUSTA

January 17, 1858

Hon, Cherles 0. Deals
Labor Commlssioner
Augusta, Maine

Dear Elri
I have your recent commmication in which you ask,w

"Can & perssraph be so framed that it will take the
place of Rule 1, Bection 8, Psge 27, and still not fonw
fliet with Bpction 8, Chapter 885, Public Lavs 1825, in
limiting zn Iinsepetion certiflicdte, lssued on the
inspection mede by & speeial inspector employed by an
insurance eompeny, to & period of less than fourfeen
sonths, as given {n Section 8 of the before nentioned
act, 1§_tha insurance Lag been either cencelled of has

¥y answer is in the negative,

It is provided in the fct in question, that the Boaed of Appesls
shall formulate "rules for the sefe and proper congtruction,
installation, repair, use and operation of steem boilers®, I do
not find amy provision which authorizes the Board to Iimit¢ en
inspection certifiecate for a period less than fourteen months, in
case the owner or user of & boiler falls %o earry insurance on the
same} nor do I find any provision which requires such owner or user
to keep his boiler insured. '

"In order to ensble the Board to issue the proposed rule, or any

other rule limiting thie inspection certificate, 1t will be necessary

tn resd into the ensciment &8 meaning &t varience with its express
terms, It hss recently been held by the Court that in the interpre-
tation of & staotute, "the controlling consideration is the legislative
intent, snd that must ordinarily be found in the vords which the legisw
lature has used te define i1ts purpose., If the phrasing is unshkblguous,
the court hes no power to correct suprosed errors or to resd inte an
ensctment a meaning at variance vith 1ts express terms.®.

Very truly yours,

Deputy Attorney General
BLF H



