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STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
AUGUSTA

January 16, 1936

Honorable Waldo H. Beavy
Forest Comnissioney
kugusta, Meine

Ret Lands reserved for publie
uses in unineorporated g
townahips.,

My dear My, Beavyt

In response %o your recent inquiry I sm plessed to suggest that

by the Aet of 1850, Cnhapter 186, 1t was yrovided that in all towne
shipa or tracta of land unincorporsited or not orgenized for sleotion
purnoses, sold or greantod by the State, in vhich lunds hed been res
served for public uses the land egent should have the esre ind ...
custody of such reservad lands until sueh-tract or townshlp was ins
corporated or orgsnized for eletciion nsurposes, And the land agent
was direoted to sell Tor cash the right to cut end ecurry away the
timber and grass from off the reserved lands whieh hed been located,
the right to eocntimue until the traet or township should e incors
porated or organized for election purposed. '

By tne Aet of 1913, Chapter Z08,- Section 8 of Chapter 7 of the
Revised Statutes was amended so as to read as followst

"The land agent, under directisn of the governor and
souneil, shall sell at publié oy nrivate sele and grent
rights to cut timber end grsss belonging to the state

&nd may lesse camp. sites ~n lands beleonging to the state,
on such termeg as they direct) also the right to cut timber
and grass and lease camp sites on lots rearrved for publie
uses in any townthip or tract of land until the sane is in-
eorporated. Preference in such sales or leases shall be
given to citizens of the Btate of Maine,"

Frior te the adoption of the 1815 emendment there doeg not &ppear to
have been any provision of the statutes with roference to leasing cemp
sites on lend belonging to the state. You wlill notice thet by this-
emendment the power to lesse cemp sltes was given te the lond sgent
under direction of the governor and council. It does not appear that
the Act of 1915 has been smended, and I do nct find any provision of
the statutes which authorizes the lessing of camp sites on tiie publie
lots by any other person,
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the &et of 1908, Cuspter 252; the meaning of the langusge
: fgar and Grass,relating to the public lots,wss defined as
ollowss

"The languxge Timber snd Orass, as relstes to tie pube
lic lots, so-called, in unincorporeted townships in
the sti.te of ilaine, 1z hereby construed te nean &ll
growth of every description on said lots."

Trusting that the foregoing will meet your requirementsz, I am

Very truly yours,

Deputy Attorney Genersl
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