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STATE OF MAINE 

OEPARTMEIIIT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

AUGUSTA 

John C., · Bumhaa 
Direot<>r Outdoor Advertising 
State Highway Department 
.lugus ta, llla1n• 

Dear S1:ra 

Deomber 241 1935 

I am n()ll' plea&ed. to answer s«ae ot your questions rrlative to 
Outdoor Ldvert~•=I• Your various inqu~ries are a1 follows& 

2"•11ilPB l& A Maine oor!'orat1on engaged. U1 the bt1s1nes• ot 
eelling 1 ts ni$reha.ndise through local n.g~nta . in ti1e ci t1ea an4 
towns throughout Kaine ltho own their on r,rea1ses, oontet.ipl.e.tea .n••• 
inc these agents advertitJe 1 t$ product• on their :}r~iaea 1D si1ch 
man.'ler .•• to comp·17 with chapter 161 or the .Acta end Resolve,; o'f' the 
lla1ne Legislature. Does th& Act intend t!lat this corporl'.tion· 'Will 
be required to have a lioens~ for ,ut~oor Advertising' 

As~:qrt I thind: not. Secti?n l prohibits- unlicens~ Q~tdooz
advertis!ng by llll3"' ve.rson, firm or 09rr>or&tion •upon 1tropet'tJ not 
their on or not occupied by them aa a place for carrying on btlsines••• 
leem1ngly tlle premises of tl1ese .a1enta are in effect oocrupied b)' \he 
prinoipels in the conduct ~r their bustn.e••• 

Q\,afts!c:L~ Cl Ilaa .a ta.rmer the 1"_1ght. to ~eot on 1.1, om. u,nd 
two 1ign1 a vertiaing tam ,rod11ots tor &$.le, at a d1$tance ,,r more 
tb.an SOO feet.tram his bu1lc!ing or dlsr,lay of products, according to 
the meaning or Ch•tt• 1681 P.t., 1935.t 

Ans'"tJ:I No, ··~',: .. : 

iijtl~~- .I• ~ould a tarme~ be obliged to take out• license in 
order to erect more then two signs nn his own l~nd advertising tarm 
produeta for anle? 

. 4Dswer1 Ye1., 

. Qu.e1tign jt Is a sign ~hich states the namer.fa hotel, boardin1 
house or SUfilmer camp and havtng a c1reot1ona1 symbol, a directional 
or advertising signt s 

&nll!J:1 Tte q·uestion would arise under section 10 · '\":hethi-!r sueh-a 
wign wa1 a directional aign for ~1e safety, welfare or e~nvenienoe of 
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persons·using the highway or was an advertising sign. In my 
opinion a sign bearing the words "Mountain Vietr !lou".le" and a hand. 
or arrow or the words "Take second road to the right" would be a 
directional sign. Hcmever, 1:r the sign said '"Wh1 te Mountt\in · 
House accommodates 300 persons. Unexcelled cuisine, golr, etc.~ 
it would.not me~ely be~ directional stgn. 

Qyestion ~• Is• sign which etates the name ot a hotel, 
boarding house or summer camp, and having a directional symbol 
which also shows intomation regarding rates Fa"ld ~enua, a 
d irec.tional or advertising sign? · 

.&ntl!EI, This 1s answered in Question 4. 

weptlM• If a billboard displays~ .. ~. at one time or durin, 
the same. cae~ar yeer.·trlo or more e.dverti'se.mP.n.ta, -wculd the one 
permit t&e of t1.oo _he all .that is reqt11red according to Chap.· 1631 P. L. 1935? 

An1rnlt Yes. Un~er sect1~n 3 the tee is p&yable 6l"Ulually for 
each p&ne!t bulletin or d1gn 6.Dd it does not make any dttterenee 
how.many d1f'ferent articles are advertised on one :ranel 1n any 
given yeatt,.. 

Tn,11ting that the foregoing ,·111 answer your 'Yarious 
1nqu1r1e•, I aa 

$LP H 

Very truly yours, 

Deputy Attol'!'ley General 

vn<!neJ.v 
DEl:tVY..LWEJ,11.J. 01:. J.HE V..L..LOIHIEA C!Eli!E~Vr 

2J.V.J.E 01:. IIIIVlll1E 


