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STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
AUGUSTA

August 16, 1588

Honorable Lewis 0, Barrows
Bearstury of Btate

Augusie, Naine

Dosx B;ﬂ

You have p:ﬂmnm the npin&m at this office s» to whether
4 nuaic!. ty, owping and e sehool bus for the

trangportation o!' ite p m. !.a gad to take out inguranes
under the provisions of P, L. 19&5, tor 182,

In my apinion such & sunieipality is not included within tho
eXprossed umm: of the chapter. Ihe chupter, in part, provides,-

wIhe mretm of state shall not re 1ater any motop
vehiele used for 347“,7 or hirs and no peracn,
firm or osrporation shall operate or qmtn 0 be opare
ated upen any public highway in the Btate of Naine sy
sush motor vehioles until the owner or owners thereof

shisl)l have prooured :t.nmrmu in » sum not less than #8000,%.

to the plein wording of the statute 1t spplies only S0

motm- v eles used Yor livery or hire., o definition of livery
or hires which T have besn able to find includes vehiclex used simply
for the purposes of the owner. The simple meaning in this paytiene
1ar instanoe would de motor vehicles used for trm:pwt&tim purpom
for a gompensation toc be pald to the owner by those benefited by the

tgoruunn, The duﬂn:l.tzms indieste that thers must be paymeny

¢ uye of the wehisle by the cne using it or for whom it ia

nsed. Those nunteipalities using their own motor vehicles for thele
own purposes are exeluded,

Agcordingly, I am of the opinion that munioipalities may operate
their own sehocl busses im the transportation of their own ml)t!.l

without being obliged to obtain the insuranes provided for by
thapter 131,

Yery truly yours,
Clyde R, Chapman
Attorney Gemeral
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