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November 7, 1934 
--..... 

To Caot. J. Y. Young, ~r., Deputy Chief, State Highway Police 
~: "Flagman11 

· 

• _ • · •. You request a ruling on the interprets.t:l:,on of the word 
••flagman11 as used in SectiQn 89 of Cbaete-r 29 of the Revised Statutes, 
The question as arisen and been satisfactorily answeTed in the case 
of Bergfeld. v. · Kansas Ci?e Railwahs Cof11Panyl reported 1.n 2.85 Missouri 
Reports, Page 654. t quo e from t e op1Ifan n that c•se: 

ha,nd £qr 

•
1 In co~ parlartce the word • flag• when 

used as denoting a signal does not_necessar1ly 
mean the $:tual use of a flag, but. by figure 
of speech the word is _used in -the secondary 
s.ense .-- and signifies. ·a s·igna,l givetl- as with 
a flag, that is to say, as by· a waving -·of the 

the purpQse of ~_Qmlllunicatfng iiiformation." 

Accordingly, from the ab.ovf;! interpretat.ion, it clearly appears 
.tbat a ·nagman, according to the intention of said Section 89J means 
merely a per,on gua-rding· the rai1~t)ad tr~k. or .tracks, and :w.nose· 
duty lt ii, to protect ped~stx-ian-i,. and vehic·le·s when_ trains are ap- . 
proaching and passing. ·Obv!o'1sly, many times lt would be U'I.U\ecessary 
for the· flagman to actually wave· his hand but hi• presenc·e at the 
ere-a.sing wou1<1 b.e sufficj.ent tc;> deter veMcles £tom attempting tQ· 
cro·ss ••• 

CR.C" H 

Clyde R. Chapman 
Att~y General 

.. 


