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. BTATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
AUGUSTA

Ksy 16, 1084

The House of Gtover
806-08 Earle Bldg.
®ashington, D. C.

-Gentlemens

In respomse to your letter of Nay 11, I beg to sdvise
. you that the Burchie act, so-celled, passed by the
‘regent session of pur legisiaturs, permits the trang-
ortation of intoxidating lijvors within the atate of
ine, for medieinsl and mechanigel surposes and the sris,
and doas not prohibit having in possesasion intoxicating
liguors for one's own. peprsonsl U86.

There is no provision in ooy statutes limiting the quaniity
2 persoh may heve An hip posseasion, The only probibition
ig that such 1ig§9ra-aannuu be sold in any gyuantity.  Our
courts liwve ssld in ome case that the possession of BO half-
pintsbobiles ocontitning intoxicating ligquoer is prime facle
evidence That 1% is for uniawful sale.

In anotheor case the court hag held that 21 guarts of bottled
liguors constituts prisia facle evidence thet the sanve was
intended for sale, no other explanstion belng ofiered, By
Bhis 19 wesnt that evidence may ba presented shwiing that
the gusntity mentioned 18 not conclusive of intention to
sell end smey be axplained by evidenes 'in any gliven cxse.

It is probable that a person cay heve in his possession &
reascnable quantity of liquor and would not be molested
prov.ded he Ald not violate the law by selliing or sttenipiing
to sell the sawe,

Very truly yours,

Deputy Attorney (eneral
SLF H



