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STATE OF MAINE 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

AUGUSTA 

Bon. Wit1aa A. tunnel.ls 
State Controller 
·Auiju.sta, llaine 

Dear Sir: 

Apr1l _l1• 1954 

In ansfier to your recent ora1 iniluiry Nia1·dtna the 
app.ointaQ.t ot the State ~ibrariaa,.I am ;leased to 
eall your attenticm. to Ch&~ter t16 ot th9 Publ1e · 
t,aws ot 1931. ·(SOllletlm•• referred to as tt;te •atate Code•) 
relaUn~ to the ada1n1atration of tl-..e S.ta·te~ 

BT th~ a.p~s term•· ot this oh&~ter, t.:.~ere -.;ere created 
four· •Adnlb11atrat1ve Departl'lf:11ta•,. one of r.b1eh.·1s the 
Depa:rtmeru: ot. ltdl.t•U•• Sec:,ti® 2 or s&1d ch.after· 
p~Ti~a that,-• 

.•A com1#s1•er 3r tine.nc$! a cam.u.1ss1oner ot 
health and. •elt.are. a comin sai~er of sea and 
sho~e f1shGr1es, end a oomrt.1ss1'-)!ler of education, 
sbttll be a-1,.;,aated b7 the gove~Jl" iJ1tb tbe. 
advlce and conseQi of the c~cU"• · 

. ·.section 3 ,)roYide$ t...~at the bead.a ot dei)l...rtments miay emploJ 
s~oh bUreau c~1•!.•• 4eJuttes. -aasistwita sr..d em;loyees as 
n.a, be nec·essar:,, '11. tb the a;,l3i-0Ytc.l ot the GoY~mor at.d 
Council. · · · 

Dnd6r tne··prov1si~ns of Article V of said cb.a~te.r,· ·6$3ct1on 1, 
tl\e D.e;,a.rtment ot Eduqat1on baa the ~o~:er •ro SU;)et"'tise 
the La.i&e State I,ibra17n. 6eetlon 2 Jrovides that_, ... 

' . . 

11Th.e eom.!aissi~er ot educati~ sha11· organ1ze the 
department ot educ:e.tion., t.itll t:t.e ap~rovs.l ot the 
g.-:>vemor end e~uncil., under sueh burea•a and. 
divisions as .he r.ay deem n~ces,ary f~r the sat1s• 
factory ~erfcrmance o~ its runetlons.• 



STATE OF MAINE 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

AUGUSTA 

State Cont~ller, P~ze 2 

It seems to i"oll.)w.trom the foregoing that the 
.Cor.:ua.is.s1oner ot Educ& t!on has t.b.e pov:er to organize 
his dea>arwient, ~1 ;Ii the apJroval or th$ Go-ver.nor a..?ld. 
-Council, gndel" $UCb bUreaus and diV1SiODs., 1:nclud1n& 
the St~te Llbrary, _as he ltb1 ae.e» necessary ... 

It turlb.ei- appeua that.tt:.e·Comoias1oneti !!lay •~loy 

•~ureau obJ,sfs• deputie•,· assist.nu azl4 
._.,101•• e.s ny bt aeoe$a&,ey, .-1tn· the 
approT&l ot ~ Govern-or ari<) COUl!01l• 

and 1 t see.ms to · ~ evide t. tb(l·t t.1\e .Libraz1an 1• a 
~"'11 Ch1d8 rith1lt the aeanin.& ot' tb.e •coae•. . . . 


