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STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
AUGUSTA

Lpril 10, 1934

Honorable George B. Foater
Treasurar of Stuate
Augusta, ¥alne

Dear Sirs

You have reecently culled gy attention te Lhipter 235,
Sectim 1 of the Public Laws (Gpecial Sesaion) 1633,
vihich provides aé rallovwss

®hen & state tax iz ordered Ly the legislaiure;
the tressurer of state anell furthwith send bis
warrsats dirscted to assessors of sech fown op
ather place, reduiring them to assess upon the
polls und estutes of each, iis groparticp of

such state tax for the succecding year, Tovthe
with upon the expiratiom of 1 year from the time
syeh tax 18 so ordered. The tax for sach year
stul’ be separately ordered and apportioned; and
the suount of such. proporilon shsil dbe siated in
the warrants, One the Ist doy of Jenuary, first
occurring after nny 1l¢t day of December on vhich
taxes are due to the state from clties, towny and
plantstious, interest at €% shall begin to run on
such unpeid balanoes s8 are due tu the state. 411
provisions of law that relate to the wollsetion of
taxes by tre state shell apply to the collection of
the interest due on over-due tayes.”

You ask vhether the foregoing ctatute is retroactive so as
to eraeble you to pollect interest ob unpaild taxes assessed
in 1023w
11t is & fundamental rule for the construction of
statutes that they vill be considered to bave &
prospective operstion only unless the legislative

inten:t 4o the contrary is clearly expressed or
necessarily implled from the language used,

Degosit Coppeny, Appellant
5 e-,




STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
AUGUSTA

_ Agril 10, 19834
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In the case of Dyer v, Belfest, 8B ke. 140 the Court said,--

BStatutes are always to have a prospeclive
operation unless intention of the legis-~
lature iz clearly expressed or clearly %o be
1mplied from their provisions. that they shkall
apply to past irsnsactions.®

In the case of Lopmbsrd, As-ellank, 58 ¥e., 587, the Court said,--

21t is undonbtedly & well settled generzi rule
that acts of the legislature vilil not be so
canstrued as to have a retrospective operution
unless the legislature has explicitly declared
its intention that they should have thet effect;
oy such intention clearly appears by necessary
implicetion from the terms employed comsidered
in relation to the subject watter, the presemt
state of the law, the object sought to be peoobm~
plished, and the effeet upon existing rights
znd obligations.®

Applying this rule of construction to the statute under
eonsideration, shich bvecare effective March 20, 1934, it is
plain that it should not have 2 retroasctive operation. In

the language used the Lepislature has not Wexpliceitly

declared its intention® that the amendrent should apply to
taxes previously gssosaeé, Keither does such intention
elearly appear by recessary implication from the language used.
It follows, thwerefore, that intcrest on the 1333 tax is not
coliectable.

Very truly yours,

SLF § Deputy Attorney General



