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BETATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
AUGUSTA

A>ril 4, 1934

Somorable Lobiisom €. Tobey
Becretary of State
iugusta, Kaine

Dear kr. Tobey:

In your letter of Karch £B you vrequest the opinion of this
dezartnent as to the_interpratétiun of Bection 92 of
Chepter 1L of the flevised Statutes, This section reads as
follows:

o moter wohicle ovned or controlled by a resident
of this state, excepting only :ofor vehicles orned
and uperated by charitable, benevolent, literary, or
aeientific organizations wﬁieh are used exclusively
in earrying on charitable, benevolent, literary,or
sclentilie work in the state, shall be registered
under the provisions of chapter twenty-nine until -
the ovner or person contralling the sare has paijd
the exelse tax herein provided o the city or towmn
sherein he resides. Trovided further that a none
rosident registering a wotor vehicle in this state
shall pay % the nunicipality of the stste sher: he
1s cceasionally oy temporearily residing, or if there
e no such residing place, then to the state the
excise tax chbove provided., If such payrent is made
to the siate the secretary of state is hereby
authorized to receive the sare and give & receliyt
trerefor.®

Pass.ng simply upon the guestion raised Ly you . in our convers-
sation, 1 am of the opinion that the strict wording of the

law should be folloved, and there t.ere sktould be collected
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the excise tax from 8ll non residents registering a motor

velilele in this state.

Of gourse, under the reciprocity feature of cur moter
vehicle laws, cerizin non residents mey operats thelr
ears in this state upon the reglstraticn in thedr own
states. Put non residents should be treated alike
vhetner tiey come from & reciprocsl or & non reciyrocal
state.

Buch &n interpretation is the only vorkakle one and, in
zy opinion, any other comstruetion wight be construed as
setting up ap unreasonable discrimination,

Very truly yours,

Litorney General



