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STATE OF MAINE 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

AUGUSTA 

li,;:aiQrable Lci:ris o • .Earrows 
Bew~rt, kine· · 

Dea~ -.r. Darr,ow•s 

In resi)Onse to you.r oral 1n ... u1r, re.lat1Te to the 
ahipaent ot utox1ca~.,1na 1-J.QUors int3 the ~tate of laue, and 
talao reg•Ning tzoat1sj.ortet1ca i:-ithio. tb.e ·state,, · I wa ;leased 
to Wona 7ou t?'-..at Section .3· ot the •krel11e Act•• · $O-o.alled1 
pasaed at .the recent s~lsl se.ss1oa· of' the·· 1egt$1'4tUN, . 
provide• that,- . · 

"No pet-son s.baU kDoViingl:y transport fl"oa 
plac• to .;?lace m this state tm.1' 1ntoxicatL."'1t: l1iuoi-a., 
v.1tb int6tlt to sell the sue in thia at&te.in.viol.1-t.J.011 
of law 01" td\h i.ntti.D.t th.at . tt& SU$ al.all le sold l&y_ 
any pt1rr.on of' · to u.4 fJn1 ;,ereon ill sueb 1a1e. • 

Section ti -:J.t. &ai.d Act pt-oTides thai.-

"No ~eris~ ahall iit any. Urie. t~· .h1aselt;1 
h1• clerk. ser-Y..;:.nt oi- a.ten_t., ~i t?le?' directly or 
1.ndireetly sell Ull7 mtoa,·oattng 11~1101:a, of whate-Yel' 
origiJ!J a! ·dtttilled sp-tr1\s wd all be'l'cl"a.gea eaa­
ta·.l.J1ing sore thao J.» of .al,<:0hol by volw.e are declar.ed 
t.o be intoxtcat.1.Dg tJ1t.b1n the ~ming ot thia cha;>ter.• 

Section 16 ,,'£ s&id Act i,)rovidea that•:..-

•No ~;erson sh3ll de}o:31 t -or h1.r;ve in h1s 
po.s::;es.s!an 6rJ.1 1ntox1cat1r..g l"i:11,tv:)ra •1th int~nt to 
se1.:· the s.r.e in this st.lite in v1o1~-t1uu of ·1a-,t,· or 
t:1 tb 1n tent t~..a t the sat;e s-::.al ;. be :: i) sold b:, s.ny 
~erson., or t,ij aid or assist any 1,erson 1n such · se·le .. " 



·STATE OF MAINE 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

AUGUSTA 

ft .. ,n. Let.is u. fe.rrovs~ .. l~ge 2 

It n.11 be ll,itioe4 tru.t t!.:.Ei foregoir,6 does not 
prohibit transportat1or, :.-1th1n the str.Lte.t of intoxicati!lg 
liquors except tbe same ue intended to~ sale.; and,. turt.1ler, 
th.at t.:~ere. is no· ~-,roY1-s1on. in ·sttid Act -;,•1th reference to u•w ui ~osses~too lntoxtc&tine li~~~rs ucept 1ll caae 
th&f an intended !er ti.Ulanful s~le. 1here 1s no ;;,rortsiott 
ill said Aet, wafi ttere 1.s not.i.1ns .1J'J. our. Sts te Co.nst.i t\tt101) 
mitch troulu p:rei,ent b:ftJJ4µ.nS, tnto the ~tate into:xi.eat:Lng 
111uora tor ~eiicir.1,al and deCC'..Mlieal ;?u;r;poses, and tt., a-rt•J 
.no• de I !ind &ny'tbing 1.n the Pedff~l law, tm!.ah include• 
the "t!o'ba.Ken:r011 Ac~ and tne Peed Arc.endzr.ent., so-called> 'l'hieh 
-.olll.:! pr-event ~:.e :.Uii~ent !.ntq ka1ne. of liquors :ror 
s:iedlein.al, 11teehan:\cal and so1enut10 ~1urpoha.· 

It ~;.:auld,. ·therefore_. seem to be lawful tor 
druggist. to s.ecui-e~end- hav~ in ~eir ;01$es_s1on,1ntoxioat~a 
liquors necessary tor ell their lee.itimv.te JU:tt,l)cses, ftDd that 
'b.:>apital.s &.'ld siidlar inst1tut1~s racy al.so t.ranspcrt aul 
have in i,lOSsess:f.oa l1'1t1ors aeceasA!'Y tOJ:' the1:r 1.1.se. nie only 
. prohit;i tiOD seeae ~o . be ,.1. th re.f &reace t:, the . s13i.t ,jf ll~ucwa 
e®t&in:tng··aore than ~ of alcohol by Tolw:e.. The$e are 
d~LBNd illtox.tcatirl.g t,1tb1n the caeaning of' !Jee"~ 6 or the 
.aurchie Act. · · · · 

I l°'..aw eot . been able ·to deteRine Just 1':'bat the 
rulin¥ of the ·adDr!.n1st.rat1on 1n 'f«.shu1gtoe is c;oiJlg to be 
relat·:ve t -~ ~hip:-e:nt ar l:t~uors ato t.~.:ne.. 1 W'!del'stand 
t.':.at 1 t ;;tas suggested, t:hea the Go•emor TIils til "J'.'t.shingtl'Jft 
&. feu days a&o, tha·t the District AttOl"Ui:J' s!1~-.:ld conter 
r;i th the of'fic.!.a.ls ~ t 'f,a.sh.lngt011 m~e in c1eteil v1.-:_ th referince 
to the matter 1n orde-r t.o arr1 ve at ~ot:.o dtf'1n1 te under-studug • 
It is pi-obable t~~t · i tr..1n the -next three '",r foui- dt:tJS 1~·e ~.-,ay 
get soitething definite a.s t.:> tt;.e attitude of the adfr.inistratioa 
in r,a!.'.l:dt1.gton. 

Sincerely yours, 

Deputy Attorney Oe~ral 

SLF li 


