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STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
AUGUSTA

Janvary 2, 1934

Homarabtle Levwis O. Barraows
Rewscrt, Nuine

Deay ¥r. Barrowss:

In response to your aral in. ulry relative to the
shipment of intoxiecaling liguors into the State of Kaine, and
slso regarding transportétion within the stete, 1 sm pleased
to inform you that Becticn 3 of the "Burecbie fct®, soweslled,
passed at the recent special session of the legisluture,.
pravides that,«=

"No person shall kmowingly transport from
pilace to place in this state any intoxicating lijuors,
wita intent t5 sell the gsame in this state in violstion
af law or with intent that toe same gtall be sold by
any percon oF to sid any person in such gsle,¥

Section € of said Aet provides that,e

®Ro peraon shall st any tins, Uy himseif,
his eclerk, servin: or agent, either directly or
indirectly, sell mny intomiecating liynors, of whatever
origing all Jdistilled spirits csud sll bevorages con-
taining more than &% of alcohol by voluce sre deciared
to be intoxleating within the meanling of this chajpter.®

Section 16 of said &ct provides that,~—

o person shsll deposit or have in his
possession anmy intoxiceating lijuors sith Intent to
gell the sare in this state in vicletian of lai, or
vith intent that the same sial: be 20 sold by any
Jerson, or to aid or assist any person in such szle.®
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Bou. Leuls U. Exrrovs, luge 2

It w111 be noticed thut tie foregoing does not
probibit trarsportation sithin the state, of intoxicating
iiguors except the sexs sre intended for sale; and, further,
thet there 1s no 2rovision in suld Act «ith rsferomoe %o
Laving {n possession intoxicsxtieg llguors except in case
thoy sre Intended for unlawinl scle. There 13 no srovision
in #ald Act, and there is nething in our State Constitution,
vhich would prevent bringing into the state intexievating
lijucrs for medicinsl and pechanisal purposes, and the arts;
ner do I find acything in tie Federzl law, which includes
the Vebl-ienyon Act and the Feed Avendraont, so-valled, which
would prevent the shipmend inte kaine. of liguors for
sedicinal, mechanical znd selentific jurposes.

It uould, therefore, ssem to be lawful for
drugglsts to secure,snd have in their sossession,intoxiesating
liquors necessary fop wll their legitinute surposes, amd that
hospltals and simllar institutions mey kiso transport and
bave in possession liguors necsssary Tor thely useé. The only
proafitition Ssems o be with reference %> the splg <f liyuors
conteining sore thin 4% of slcohol by volume. These are
declared intoxicating vithin the meaning of deeticn € of the

Byrehie hot.

I have not been able to delerzine Just vhat the
ruling of the administestion in Fashington is going ¢o be
relative to shiprent of ligvors inte Esine. I understand
that it waz suggested, then the Goverpor wes in Yeshington
& fev days ajo, that tke District &ttoruey shsuwid confer ,
with the offielals at Tashington more inm detail vith reflersnce
to the matter in usrder to arrive at sope définite understandlig .
It is probable that  ithin the next three (v four duys e may
get something delinite as to the attitude of the sdministrati-m
in %achington.

Sincerely yours,

Deputy Attoriey General

SLF B



