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STATE OF MAINE 

CEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

AUGUSTA 

Ron .. W1lli.aa A. Runnells 
State Controller 
.ltlgu.sta, J(a!ne 

Dear s1r; 

December 14, 1933 

!au ha~e .this da1 e,k.ed llf. opinion concerning 

the effect of' the tblrd ;.aragra,>11 o.r section 10 ot obapter-

11ee of the ~-e•1aec1 Gt¥t.ute·• v..:b1oh · rea.do as follows: 

1IV.he1S ·aa •xtra. session 1s ctuled bJ' 
.,the 6oTemo~:, the mem.bera ()! the senate 11nd. 

; h-o-1i1·se ot ~e;,resentati•e• $lu.ul each be paid 
t;.o dolars tor every et..a1•• attendance. an<l 
mUe&go &.s atoreaa1a~• 

li.s;,,eciall.7 you deait"e to moi1 'flhetber. the mn1bers or the 

le6"1sla~re c::&.7 .lawf'u.117 -receive • ·;,_c:r . <}lea ·~!' $2-.00 .tor 

each· day rr.ot:i. the co1:asnCeJ1ev.t of tho session until tinal 

adJoumr::ent~ oi- ·v;b.ether t: :e mei:.bers &re entitled ·Sil.'l11f to 

~.oo tor each leg1siative day. 

1'h1s q_uestion r.as never been µassed u~an by the 

c~rts (;f cur· ot.11 state, t~t fr~ conirolt1r1g the dec1-.1oaa 

of ~ther_ st.ates I aa ~.r_ t~ne O?iniO?l that tl10 !r.f.lmbers ma, 

lav;f~lly reee1 ve C2 • eG per dr,.y trom the day tbe l~-e1&16l tu.re 

conve.:.es UiJ to t.nd inclujing t":l~ day of f1nsl ZldJo~ .. rnl!rent, 

deductir..g., :1o~~vor, for · protractf.:d ve-riocs of adJourmtent 

-®ring the entire sess!.on. 



STATE OF MAINE 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

AUGUSTA 
Dee·ar .. ber 14, lJZ3 

lion. ,:. A • .Runnells, Paga s. 

I f'1nd that the ~uest!on has beeil. raised. 1n four 

other atatea arA that the)' are unanii:lousl.y 1n accord on the 

atiove prQpos1t1.on. The findings of the court .'i.nd the reas~s 

tbe:refor ~n,. _pef'lmps., beat expressed 1n an o;,1111an found in 

24 ila .. 91 Ex part.e Pickett. I h&:re\ilth qJ.1ote_ Sl.lch ~ort1one 

of that op1n10ll aa Mell to be p.er-t1Beat1 

•• ::eaber iz.ay be 1n att,nd$lce on the 
General A·ssu.oly during ier1ods of. tet:porary 
ceasatior:as of legislative functions. by the 
i-es:»ee'tive bodies; &nd tbe per di• CotliJWl• 
sat1on was 1nten4ed as a re.lllU!leration. ror ·the 
serrtce-s of tbe .... bel'a, as well c-.s to ;>rov1de 
for their expenses from their hoa,es durins the 
.;ter1o4 tbe7 -:vere nqu11~ed to be ablent .tram 
their homes in attendlng to the duties or leg1s-
laticm •s tho1e. duties aN reasonably and o~d1n.ai-1l)' 
;,er!.o~e4.••••• It was riever intended that the· aera
bers ~r the le&1$l~tul'e should ll()t receive µay tor 
Sundays. Of' .\Je!ldir~ t~por.ary adJoumir:.ent upon 
holidaJS OJ' on occasions o-r tlle death of a mecber ... .,. ... 
Znese a.re JlOt r·egi;.rdtd as pemarumt cea$at1on in 
the business of le&ialation, but · in tt:e nature ot 
adjounuumt tr~• d~y to ~1-~.hen,·1n le,;al c=tem
plation, the· wsinesa 1s ;rogreasing. Indeed it 
tl&.y often ba~~en~ that a t•~~r&~J a~Journu:ent for a 
few· days ttr.y tend to facilitate the b-us!nes.s, stnce 
the· eOl:li!.ittees ~~ tbus be afforded time. ·to consider 
of an mature ·the matters. of legisl~tive bills and 
r~solves referred to them.ft 



&TATE OF MAINE 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

A U·QUSTA 

~oting .f)rtber from a ~lecision of the --=• 
coµi-t~ 1n L2QD Yr Ql;1, 4? -'l.lt. 7:J9:.• .. 

. •tbare tl"~ general &fl~~ bfodJ()UftJ.$ 
· tor a. !ff!' dc7a 1 ror so11.e special· re&!lon or 
P1U?OM1 botb the ;,embei-a and the of1'1oe!'a . 
ot the t ;.o nouse.s are eQtttled to the1r peit 
diea cos:a1eu.sation., b-~t ·-i.:hen the adJoumnent 
1s, HY, tor a montl1, l~er or shorter~ and 
the object 1s, that tr .. e se&bers ••e to Ntt\Un 
to their home•~ · and the la'bo_..• of. the sesation 
are to oe&.ae.J 1n su= e. case; neltt~er the 
umbers a::>r the ~!';leers :>t tbe tw.hQu~es are 
eeti \led, duriing the pen.od or sudl an . . adJoum
ce.nt,. to theit:. i}er ct.iea .coapenaat1oa.•. 

Tae ~pinion of the JJ_abama cou.r-t 1s &"hares by the 

oour-~• ot JU.ssourt, Jklaboma t~d i,lseonaia& 

W.C§O 1:,, ;Q»:ttlue:ton, u 1:o. 549 
' 

e:;1u, I• ThQmQIQlb YI wa.. 1,s. 
Sab:U' Xa Sc1ttdl&:, 148 Okla., 5T.., 

~a~e le GIIS1Afl• te ·t1s., Z58. 



STATE OF MAINE 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

AUGUSTA 

In Yierr ot tbe decisions or the above n&li.ed 

court, u-id because the reasoning or ~~e c.oul"ts ap,?ear 

· SOLllld, l aa or. the o:p:1nian th.tit the lec1slat(;)rJ are · 

l&t..tully.' ontitled tc, $2.00 ,e~ 4~Y to~ ea.ch day of the 

sesstoa 1nclud1!'lg. days ot -t.eapOr&r/ nee.as,.. 'but exelud1ng 

ad~oarnmenta ror pe-:riode or St.4Ch length as to 1nd1cate 

tbat members wore U.i!ff~d .to ~tuftl to their ·homea 

dur1n& nob receaa. 

:Respecti'UU7 ;fOm"S.-


