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STATE OF MAINE 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

AUGUSTA 

Dece::.ber a, 1933 

v. H • .lord.en 
Collector or Taxes 
El~awor'th~ r:.atne 

Deal' Sir-: 

. · Ba;plying to your tnqu1?"1 of lov~ber 22 regard1ng 
the 1n.terpretat1on of Sectiau '98 Eand 96 of Chapter 12 ot .the 
nev1aed Statutes., I beg to a.a•u• that the 1'.bole troable seems 
to arise from a mtsunderstnncJ.1.mg of the naru.ng ot the t"ollo•in1 
{.'OJ"dS in_ Section 9th 

•Prov:1484 that t:Le 111nuua to be i'Did 
under the ~rol'isiona· or tb:ts section &hall 
never be less· than t•r~ dollua .. 11 

li&ny tu "ollectors bave a9p.arentl:, interpreted the 
aboTe words to mean that tbe $2.00 zust· be paid in cash. Thia. 
u not c correct 1nter,-,Ntat1on. The tt.00 r;;iay ~ p.a1d v,bol.17 
1n cash, or wlloll7 in ·cretUt~ bJ: NJ•~c.m ot· a ;rettous :regi► . 
t~'1t1on~ or partly 1n cash and iartl.7 1n &ucb crecUt .. ilways., 
howeYet, allo,,1.n.: fu.ll7 -, crerlit to Tthieb the tu i'J&ye-r may 
be entitled. by :rea.son ot • tax ~id an a c~ pnv1a1.111l7 .i-e.gt.s~red 
&aid subaequently -parted wt th ~ a 1UL1mer described. in t4e law •. 

In tbe ·exqple mi.eh you set •.::f"o!'th in you.r letter, · the 
tu. "'-'bieh the car o:-;11e:r $bould ;>'3 is $4.00... Oi' that; ta.-00 it 
pa1a v.-ith credit to mi.ch be is entitled, and ~e ti.oo balanee 
should be in ca~h.· lle ShO"llld npt b9 cba:rced $2.JO in C~sh .. 

I trust that the above e.i;;,laaaticm is pls.1.n~ but i.r I 
can be or r:1rtcer ass.lstance do. not hesitate to v;r1t, r.e. 

a:»st eordially rc:ru.rs, 

Att~rney General 

CRC B 


