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STATE OF MAINE 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

AUGUSTA 

November 20, 19&3 

The · State llitlJ.way Cor.:us·it~ 
Augusta.,. l..a1ne · 

11c: Claim or the ·::.-estem Union 
?elegr1...ph C®.;;;~ny for compen
sa t.ton for rBlr.>Val ."Jf ;>oles and 
~ire, c-:..used b7 constl'-Uction of 
the Veazie riew h.1chway. 

Gmtlei:Gl& 

. . In ans~er to your oral in~.uey ~s to the 
11abUit:, ot the State toi- the e;.·pense to the 1estem 
Onion ?ele,i'aph Cotl;any 1n ,iovi.rig !. ta poles &nd "((;1-rea, 
I beg to. &.dv1se 1ou that v:.t..119 I ,.30 not find ,my cases 
exactly a iOinta l do f1ni certain case• ~~ich ~ppaar 
to hold that · the te.!.egraph co::.;~ or;ns certaill prope:rtv 
rigbta in these 10le• m:d · '-ires an,-1 that the ill jury. to 
and destruction or •cm r-1ihts ~ave eeen in some c&s,• 
~o1ned by the e:wrta. 

. That 0011~LDY ereetoo a:: J. aaintained 1 ts ·r1res 
along ~be line ?t t.1'..e·. l'ailroad coa~au, uude-r a certain 
co.ntract with the railroad Cill'l.:.~•1 • th£ CCJnsiderat1an 
be"ing ·tbe erect.ion and i:Jii.llt.f.1nance ot tv.,c ?.:-1res tor tte 
exclus:ve use ~:£ -tpe r.&1lr~d .C01!!~8Jl7, and in addlti~n, 
free sr·rv1ce oveir the lines of the tele&.~.;ill com;.an7 
betTrC'&ll Cert~in poJ.nt.41. 

tJ investigat10!'l causes me. to believe tt..at the 
;~e~·tem Onion Tel&i,rllt;ilh Com?anJ h~$ an e~ui table claill 
against the Ztate ~i!icll should be recognized by yJUI' 
CotZi.ssion. It 1s possroln tc..ut the C.01:1mis.s1~. i?d.eh.t eom
prom.i.se the :!lt-im ot . the com)~• In any evnnt I thitlk 
S;.}me adJustment shoull'i. be rr:.a.de in i>rder t:> recompens<: the 
eam_;_-1£t1Y f-.Jr tha expense it has been .co";~lled t . t:.ake by 
rea.s.on ~f t:.c nel, constructi-:m in the new location .. 

Ve~y truly your~, 

Deputy ~ttorney General 


