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STATE OF MAINE 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

AUGUSTA 

c. P. Baxter, M. D •. 
r·08 \iedieo•Den·tul Building 
Sea »iegQ, C~lifom1a 

Dear &1r, 

V 

!n -response to J'-·ll?' latter ot Oct-Jt>0r 9., I he.Tc to 
inform you that µ~ior to l9tJ9,, coroners f'.ere required to bold 
in~uest• on dead bodies ot s-;~c.b .t-l~?'i$ons ~1 as appeared or 
s·..:p,osed to hav£i come to th~it- death 't:, v1olenoe., a';'ld not· 
mau it w:.;:s belined their death was caused bf casual t7; 
and ·as · soon a.s a co?'Ol~t:r ins n:~t1f1ecl 01· any =such d6ad bcq 
1n his eounty, he -~,~s re.:1~,t,;i.•~d t~J ttt&ke. out bis minant, . · 
airected t.o ~ .of ~e c,ansta1'les of the same or ad,Joinlng 
to..-11 in aald CO'Uflt7, reqti.iri.tl~ idm .fo'J'th-.wl th t,:. sumr.on a· jul"J" 
ot si.z aen ot th.ell" tonns to ap>ear-betore hie at·tbe time 
:f iXed in the ws.i-rm;,t~ 

'lhe coroner was re.:..,uired.ta i;Uaoe the Jurcr:s·uru1er 
oatl} en_d !w.'as giTen tile p;1,:er to su.b;p~ena ~1t.•\esses.,· and. a.fte:, 
tes.timonr t as all .ta, to give a.is thar.:e t.o the Jt:ry fi.l!d •lite 
,pr-oclam~tion !'or a.ll pe1""s.on1 •i;ho· coulJ give ~t1 evidence to · 
~irav: near and ba S.'!!rom. Tl1e jury~ after exu-;.n it .. g the body 
and :ieai.•.:.n6 the evidence ai ... ,l rak!.ng all us.etul eYidence, was 
required to dr&"" ap end deli't' .. n.~ to ~e coroner their v~rd1.ct 
in tir1 ting under ·their fimds anl S$als .. 

It w~s .t'Urther ~rovlded that the .jurors -and ¥1tnesses 
,shoul.d be all.o,;•ed, ln add1-tion _to the :regular- tees, a sum 
au1".f1.eif?1:.t t·::J t;.Q.ke a. r~asonatle com.9ensation fer all the1r 
sorv .. Ce$ t..-.nd exp$!ls~s. And 1 t u:.~ !'t.irt!:6r .:: ,ovided ti-iat au 
the evlde.uce U11-:en sl!o;;ld be filed \:.ith the Clt:r!-: ot Courts. 

T:here ,:·a;,; uo )l'ovision. ~,-:-,creby it ,-.as neees_aary -t~-.at 
a £:.edici;:l exnrl:r..er ~r~ould be em~Jloyed or required at the 
exu.h1.at1on. Ot~:r leg..tslature., in 19-:_::).,ur:ended the la.vi rclat.1ng 
to inquests ty a corwuir ~.:.d ;:1•ovlded that,-- The Governor, 
v.d th the a;1vice an.1 consent ~,f -t...:2e council., shall a.p;;;oint tor 
.!.:. ter:.: ;,!' four ;;ears,, L>r each c.Jw:ity in the state., one ,)J!' 
r...ore ab~e -~nd d!.serei-:it i:.cn, .lesmed in the science of r .. adicine 
:;.n-:1 anatocy, to bo reetl.Lct-1 eX&::;.i.nl:rS or S .~d county.•. 
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It \tuS f'urthet• ::>rovid.ed th~t,- ~,'Jhenever -a 
r.edic:;.l O:>i:U:!ner is notified ty tl1e s.tto:ne1 genernl,county 
att-..:.rn.ey .f!lr his ecrunty, :Jr 'mJ' c.,roner or his county tbat 
any p~r;;jon h ,:.G eoae to his death by violence and tmi.t an 
.-:.utop,y is nercess&ry he shall i=ediately m&k-e a coaplete 
&u topsy 1n the Jresence ot the C-;)l"oner "ho has tbo liody 
in charge.a DJ ~slaw the corooer ·an.d =edica.l exa::une~ 
actod togeth&rJ the coroners still aottnc 1n the aame 
twmer as above il:.et1tioa6d. 

In l.,315 the le~islature.t evi(lent!y with tt.e idea. 
ot s1m,,1li!y:!.ng the ~'>l"Oce_dure ur1 @ing l.i.VJ&Y with U.:le ex:.,enae 
.1ne:td"1t to having a ~U?.7 of six µer.c<m.Q, ;aassed an Ac\, 
being ebt.pter 3a2 or_ the ~'ut-lie 1.,n:•s ot 1~151 to enle!'ge the 
ctJ.t.ies or t::e..1t~al £;.Xar.,t~ers. and rC?pesled the sect1on ot ~• 
fleT.i.aed 3t&tute-s end . 4;.ll ;)roviaicms ot law conferring jurts
tlieti® u;;?ll or raqu.1r1ng dutie• to br. pei-fort:ed by eoJtoner, 
in ootmectiQQ t·i th J.n:~uest.s. 

Certain sections or tho a.et ;Jt l~l5 1 ere uanded 
in lt)l7 il!l::1 are now con tl:-tned in Chapttr 151 of the Rev1se4 
~i_;.ti.1tGs of .ir.:eine,, lGZO. I • enc1os.i.ug s. . co;;y of si;;j.d· ~.;,ter. 

I am al.so ec.oloa1ni; coJy of c~rtf..1.n :Lllto~t1on given. 
b1 the .i~tt~ney Getlel'cl. .t~ t.:ir.: lt:e11cal ~.e.r::.ne.i-s .,f. t:a1r:• :--nieh 
.t•~y be nf i,nt'.: iiest to y~u,. · 

Tra.stin!; th$t tho tOTeg.o:lng, -v.-ith enclosul'e$, ,111 
6:f.Ve you -t!~e tnf.a'rlt&t!.on you r.e~uiru:., I ar~'. 

S!..F B 
Enc. 

Very truly 1ours, 

De::,~Jty Attorney G-ener&.l 


