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ETATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
AUGUSTA

Sotcber 14, 1933

C. Pp ﬁ&xtﬂf, ¥. D, .
08 ¥edicowDentel Fuilding
Ben blego, Culifornia

Dear Sirs

In pespontse to your latter of Jetaber ¢, I huve to
inform you that geior to 1973, coromers vers required to hold
inguests on Jead bodles of such perseons caly as appesred or
svpposed to hove pome to their desath by violenve, and not
when it was believed thoir death wes eaused by casualty;
and a5 500m 85 A eoroner was nolified of any such deed body
in nis county, he wus reguired to wake out his warpant, -
airected to any of the constalles of the sawe or adjoiniug
town in sald ecounty, requiring uwim forthwlth to sumeon é& Jury
of sixz nen of thelr towns to ap.ear dbefore him at the time
fixed in the warront.

The coroner was rejuired 1o placs the jursrs under
cath end ves given the pover 45 subpoens witiesses, and aftep
testinmony :as ull in, to give bis charge to the jury ¢ud make
proelametion for a1l persons who could give wuny evidence to -
“rav near end b sworn. The jury, after exsmiulig the bady
snd lear.ng the evidence sud reking all useful evidence, was
required to drav up end deliver to the cuorpmer theily verdict
in writing under their basnds anl seais.

It was furdber ,rovided that the Jurors and xiinesses
should be alloved, in mddition to the peguiar fees, a sum
sufficieit tou nzke & reasonalle eomnensation for all their
SOXY. Ced wnd expenses. 4And 1t was further irovised that all
the evidence towem sbhould be filed vith the (ler: of Courts.

Taere tas no jrovigion yvheresby it ves necessary that
& medicsl exariner should bs employed or requircd at the
exarination. Our legislatire, in i2.7,urended the law pclating
to injuests Ly & corouer sd Jrovided that,-- The Governor,
#ith the a&'vice and consent ol ‘he council, shall spsoint for
& terx ¥ four years, lor each county in the state, one up
nore ab.e 2nd diserest ocn, lesrned in the sclenee of redicine
wnd anatowy, o bo redical exzainers or $.id county.r.
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- It was further provided thzd,— "Whenever a
zediesl oxarminer is potified Ly the attcnneg gengral ,county
atteraey for kls county, or any coromer of his county that
any person his ecome t¢ his deatn by violence and thut an
autspsy 15 necessery he shall immediatsly zmare a complets
autopsy in the sresence of the coraner vho uas the body
in charge.® By this law the coroner and medicel examiner
actod together; the corapers still acting in the same
manner at above mentioned.

In 1315 the leglslature, evidently vwith the idea
of simplifyling the »rocedure wnid éaing cway with the exjpense
incideat to having a8 Jury of six persons, passed an Act,
being chepter 3382 of the Publie Laws of 1315, to enlerge the
duties of redleal exaninars, and repealed the section of the
Pevized Ztatutes und &ll provizions of lavw conferrimg juris-
distion uyom or requiring duties to be porfored by coroners
in connection vith injuests.

Certatn sections of tho aet oI 1315 sere suended
in 1817 and are now countitined im Chapter 151 of the Revised
Stotates of keine, 1330. I am enclosiug s copy of scld chapter.
I =m also epolosing copy of certzin informetion given
by the aitturmey Gemersl to the Kedleal ixsriners »f Lalre Thieh
pey be of int-rest to you.

Trusting that the foregoing, vith enclosures, w»ill
Give you tle infornailon you rejuire, I an

Very truly yours,

Deputy Attortey Genersi

SLF H
Enc.



