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PUBLIC DOCUMENTS, 1926~28

(Explanatory Note)

Three reports in this volume
cover periods in variance with the

given biennium. They are as fol-

lows:

1+ The report of the Attorney
General covers the period from
1924 to 1928.

2. The report of the Bangor
Sbate Hospital covers the period
from 1919 to 1928.

5. The report of the depart-
ment of Inland Fisheries and
Game covers the fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 1928. No printed
report was made for the fiscal
year ending in 1927.
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286 ATTORNEY GENERAL’S REPORT.

It was evidently the intention of the legislature to prohibit
the use of all forms of trawls, weirs, seines and traps, or other
device which is not the common, customary and usual method
of angling with hook and line.

Yours very truly,

RAYMOND FELLOWS,
Attorney General,

June 3, 1927.
c. w. Ke%dall M. D., Health Commissioner, Augusta, Maine.

DEar SirR: Answering your recent inquiry regarding sewers
built by private individuals running in streets, I am pleased to
inform you that the general law is as follows:

“The municipality has control of the space below the surface of the
street, wherever and so far as public use requires, and may regulate or
prevent its use for private drains or sewers, or it may permit an indi-
vidual to construct under proper circumstances and restrictions a private
drain or sewer in its streets, to the use of which when constructed he
will have the exclusive right. A license for this purpose is usually
revocable. A drain neither constructed nor controlled by the municipal-
ity is not a public sewer but one constructed by private persons may
pass to the public by dedication and acceptance. Private sewers cannot
be taken or destroyed by a municipality in its construction of public
sewers without making compensation to the owner for their value, as
in the case of other private property taken for public use.”

With reference to entering a private sewer by other persons,
I call your attention to Section 23 of Chapter 22 of the Revised
Statutes of Maine which is as follows:

“When a person, at his own expense, lays a common drain or sewer,
all who join or enter it, shall pay him their proportion of such expense;
and the expense of opening and repairing shall be paid by all benefited,

to be determiried in each case by the mumc1pa1 officers sub]ect to appeal
to the county commissioners.”

N

Trusting that the foregoing will give you the information
you desire, T am

Yours very truly,

SANFORD L. FOGG,
Deputy Attorney General.





