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June '7, 1926. 

, ' 
Hon. Ral'Jllond s. Oakea, 
'702 Fidelity Bldg., 
Portland, Maine. · 

/ \ 
{ .... 

'\ \ 

;--~ \\ 
Dear Brother Oake.s: 

"'--· - '" 
I am p3:-e~sed to aclmowled~~,rece1pt - . ..., 

ot yo'lll' letter. of June 3rd, r8l ati~e tothe enrollment of 

' voters. I ' . r·, ') I .,. 
Section, 3S-·~/4~ter 6~ of the Public 

Laws of -19251 provide1 that~, ( · 

.. ' ~ "Any per;,~~ who 1~ 1 al voter may 
enroll h:l.1::s el"f aa ~ member any pol1 ti cal 
party b y f ll1ng"w'itfi~h~ board_ of registration 
of vot ,rra of the c~ty, \town or plantation 
or wh1oh Ile is a leiJAl voter a declaration 1n
wr1ting~ ::1 1 ' '.Tled · by ,l~ii' substantially e.a tollowas 

. t I •••••••• • -oei1.G _~/le al. voter of •••••••• horeby 
~-e-et·to be e1.rone as a membe:tt or the •••••• 

,A>arti•· The f oJ..lg,ri.ng statement of name ·~-, 
1 r~ai.~sh~ place of laatenrollment, if any, 

/ ~nd par ~aat enrollment if any, is true.• 
. Ji.. new e ol ent may be· made at any .time, but 
\ tb.e pars ma ing such new elll'ollment shall 

',.., not-~,vote ,.~ 1-ny political caucus or primary· 
·--~~Oti.Q;1(w~1n six mon.tha therea.fter;ff-.r~:t·*" 

,..__,.,· Jly interpretation ot the above 1a that, 

the -voter has the right to make such enrollment any time 

up to the opening of tr.e polling plaoea· on ·election day and 

that it is the duty of the Boarda of Registration 1n the · 

var1ou1· o1t1es, towns and plantations to receive the voter•a 

dec~aration apd cause his name to be ente~ed on the enrollment 

list~ 

In Section 13 of the ·aforeaaid act, it ia 

"-'0 d tbat: 



· "No ~ rson shall vote at any primary 
election unless a legally qualified and enrolled 
voter at such voting plaoe1 ·as req~ired by the 
preceding section. The seiectmen of towns and 
plan~at1ons, the wardens of wards 1n cities shall 
be aeasonably furinished by.the town, plantation 
or city clerk#. or other o.ftioial charged with the 
duty of pl"ese.rving the aame, wit:~ dul7 certified 
copies of all e·nrollment lists, arranging each 
political party sepa~ately and t~ namea of voters 
there1n·a1phabetioall7. If no t4'1erein ewolle~, 
any voter qualified by law and hi~hapter aa 
a leglllvoter_at such voting plac,, ay be enrolled 
attel' subscribing and making_ oath. be ore a 
registration board of the Ms~ ol'. precinct 
·to the ata tement as requi~ seoti~ thirty-
nine of th.is chapter." ---.., "--, 

My interpreta.t.1,o~ of that ae~u'i is that the 

voter haa the right to be e i....l'o;X d)'ing the primary dlection 

by aubscrib~ and tlak1ng,at~jr~he registration board 

to the statement required b~ctio~ thirty-nine of said Act. 

I a~Tee- ,;rith you.-,t~-...,a literal interpretation 
' / 

of the act, as far. a~t,.,~:l~tea to cities where there are 
I. .. ' 

several poll:1ng jla~ would~e t p require t!1At Which 1a impor"'" .... ~ ' ' ' It-.. ~_s ~ op ion that the only. reusonable solu 
... " 

of the n:at:ter··"ie~ to req'tl1re t he voter des~ing to be en.1-olled 
,' '> "--·· 

during ~e ,,Pf'tma;y/~otion to go before the Board of. Registration 

at its (ott'-1ce and 'in.\bs~1be and make oath to the aforesaid 

stateme~ta.· '-. ·,.) .,/ 
··"-~- ,r .- ,' 

Yours very tt.-uly, 

Santoro L. Fogg, 

Deputy Attorney General. 


