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Portland, August 26, 1920,

Honorable Governor and Executive Councll,
Augusta, I'aine.

Gentlemens:.

You have asked for an opinion as to what fimd the
expense of maintaining detour roeds around State!ﬂighﬂays in
the process of construction shell be chirged and I beg %o
advige that in my opinion it 1s properly vhergeable to moneys
appropriated for construction of such sta highways
including the proceeds of bonds issued und&r the provisions
of Chapter 130 of the Publie Lews of 1915 akd acts amendatory
thereof and additional thereto, as also . tonds issued under
the provisions of Chapter 251 of the Pubdie Laws of 1919.

By Section 7 of Chapter 130 of the #ublic Laws of
1913, the Highway Commission wns given permissive authority to
construct detour roads in tie following language:

"The Commi‘sion may esteblish detour roads
during the coustructior on repair of State or State
Aid Highweys aid may autliorlze the expenditure of
such svms as it duems Nﬁcessary to make tThe same
gsafe for traval“

By vhaprer 258 «of the Laulic Laws of 1917, the
authority to esheblLsh 1etoL roads was made mandatory and
limited to consiructlion of State Hlghways, the provision as
to detour roads of state aid hihways being ellminated,

"Wnhenever it lecrmes necessary to close state
highway to travel orn account of construction, _
beflore such ctate lilghway 1s closed, the Commission
shall egbtabllish-te most practicel d etour road around
the stghg hlghway to be constructed, have the sawme
propexly sdgned at allirtdrzeceting roads or strests
indica®t™png the principal town or city in either

‘d@recti and cause the detour road to be put in
on ition to withstand the travel, and :
d in such conditfion until the state highway
bei&ﬁugp structed is open to travel.®

The duty of the Hlghway Commission is clearly and
plainly set forth and, of course, must be porformed, By the
amendment, & detour rcad 1is now authorized emdrequired in case
of state highways, and in my opinlon is to be deemed a part of
the state highway construction and ‘ust as necessery and
Importent as any other part of the work and just as properlg
chargeasble as an expense incurred in the course of construction
as any other expense Iincidentel thereto.

Very t ruly yours,
(sgd) G. H. bturgis,
Attorney General,



