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POLITICAL PARTIES.—NOMINATION BY PARTY OF
MEMBERS OF ANOTHER PARTY AT PRIMARY
ELECTION.

1st April, 1914.
Hon. Joseph E. Alexander, Secretary of State, Augusta, Maine.

Dear S1r: As to whether members of a political party can
nominate as one of the candidates of that party and have his
name appear on their party ballot at the primary election, a
member of some other political party, I have examined the
text of the so-called primary law and am of the opinion that
such a proceeding is proper.

The language may not be absolutely free from doubt but we
think the only reasonable interpretation of it is that the political
belief of the candidate is of no consideration. It is the political
belief of the signers of the petition that must appear in order
to determine on which ballot the name shall be placed and to
make it a strictly party nomination. We do not think it was
intended to limit the right of the members of a party to nomi-
nate any citizen they please whatever his political faith may
be.

The words “political party which he represents” in the fifth
section apply to the candidate, but we think it means just that,
viz: the party which he is to represent at the primary election
and, if there nominated, then as its candidate at the polls. It is
not the party to which he belongs. One may be selected to
represent a political party as its candidate without belonging to
it, and, herein, we think, lies the distinction.

Very sincerely,

SCOTT WILSON,

Attorney General.





