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system for eligibility for Department of Health and Human Services social workers and social
workers who are not employees of the department and expands the State Board of Social Worker
Licensure's authority to consider consultation and social work experience gained in this State or
another jurisdiction when seeking initial licensure, late renewal or reinstatement of licensure.

The law also requires the Director of the Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation
within the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, after consultation with the State
Board of Social Worker Licensure and stakeholders, to continue review of the Maine Revised
Statutes, Title 32, chapter 83 and any laws associated with the provisions of that chapter that began
before the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature to recommend changes to update the
licensure provisions for the social work profession and to establish alternative pathways for
licensure. The law requires the director to report any recommendations to the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health coverage, insurance and financial
services matters on or before February 15, 2027, and it authorizes the committee to report out a
bill to the 133rd Legislature in 2027.

Public Law 2025, chapter 584 was enacted as an emergency measure effective March 23, 2026.

LD 2082 An Act to Regulate the Use of Artificial Intelligence in Providing Certain Mental
Health Services

Public Law 2025, chapter 687 prohibits any person from providing, advertising or otherwise
offering therapy or psychotherapy services, including through the use of Internet-based artificial
intelligence, to the public unless the therapy or psychotherapy services are provided by a licensed
professional. The law provides an exception for an artificial intelligence-based intervention that
is used solely within a research project conducted in compliance with all applicable federal
protections for human subjects in research. A violation of the prohibition is a violation of the
Maine Unfair Trade Practices Act.

Public Law 2025, chapter 687 also authorizes certain licensed professionals who are able to
provide therapy or psychotherapy services within the scope of their license to use artificial
intelligence to assist in providing administrative support or supplementary support in therapy or
psychotherapy services. The law provides requirements for the use of artificial intelligence as well
as prohibitions on its use. The law establishes that any violation by a licensed professional is
subject to disciplinary action by the relevant licensing board and clarifies that the statutory
language may not be construed to prohibit a client or a client's authorized representative from
maintaining an action for harm caused to a client that is attributable to the use of artificial
intelligence to assist in providing administrative or supplementary support as part of therapy or
psychotherapy services; maintaining an action alleging professional negligence by a licensee; or
seeking any other remedies available under other provisions of law. The law also requires that
each respective licensing board adopt rules to implement these requirements and designates those
rules as major substantive subject to legislative review and approval.
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