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EDUCATION AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS

LD 470 Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Review Teacher Mentoring
Programs in Maine Public Schools

Resolve 2025, chapter 124 directs the Department of Education to review teacher mentoring
programs in public schools in the State. The review must include, but is not limited to, the number
of teachers holding emergency teacher certificates, conditional teacher certificates and new teacher
certificates with less than three years of experience employed at each school administrative unit,
verification that those teachers are assigned mentors, interviews with principals about mentoring
programs and a compilation of descriptions of basic requirements of mentoring programs
throughout the State. The department is required to submit a report to the joint standing committee
of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters based on the findings of the review
no later than February 15, 2026. The committee is authorized to report out legislation related to
the report.

Resolve 2025, chapter 124 was finally passed in both the House and Senate prior to the
adjournment sine die of the First Special Session in 2025 but was not signed by the Governor.
Pursuant to the Constitution of Maine, Resolve 2025, chapter 124 became law without the
Governor’s signature on January 11, 2026.

Resolve 2025, chapter 124 was subsequently amended by Public Law 2025, chapter 757 to provide
that the department must submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over education matters by February 15, 2027, and that the committee may report out a
bill to the report to the 133rd Legislature in 2027.

LD 587 An Act to Require School Boards to Adopt a Policy on Automated External
Defibrillator Access at School-sponsored Athletic Events

Public Law 2025, chapter 529 requires a school administrative unit to develop and implement a
policy that provides access to automated external defibrillators at all school-sponsored events in
which students are participating on school property, including team practices. The law also
requires that an automated external defibrillator acquired by a school administrative unit must be
tested and maintained according to the manufacturer’s operational guidelines and that first aid and
local emergency medical service providers be notified of the location and type of automated
external defibrillator acquired.

Public Law 2025, chapter 529 also requires a school administrative unit to develop and implement
an athletic emergency action plan based on recommendations from a nationally recognized heart
health organization or nationally recognized athletic training organization that addresses the
appropriate, venue-specific use of an automated external defibrillator by school personnel to
respond to a cardiac arrest or similar emergency at an athletic event on school property, including
a team practice.

Public Law 2025, chapter 529 was finally enacted in both the House and Senate prior to the
adjournment sine die of the First Special Session in 2025 but was not signed by the Governor.
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