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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON
INLAND FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE

1. It moves the laws governing the Fish and Wildlife Management Education Fund into a
subchapter dealing with specific dedicated funds.

2. It provides a mandatory hunting license suspension for a person convicted of discharging
archery equipment within 100 yards of a residential dwelling without owner permission.

3. It removes the word “written” from the laws governing the moose permit lottery application.

4. 1t provides that if a person submits satisfactory evidence of having previously held an adult
license to trap in any other state, province or country, the person must also submit proof of
having successfully completed a trapper education course comparable to the type described in
law.

5. Itamends a provision by adding and removing definitions related to the sale and use of fishing
equipment and provides that the laws governing the use of lead sinkers, bare lead jigs and
painted lead jigs apply within inland waters.

6. It adds four new wildlife management areas to the list of wildlife management areas and
removes one from the list.

7. It provides that, beginning on January 1, 2026, a taxidermist license entitles a person to practice
the art of taxidermy through the remainder of the calendar year in which the license was issued
plus two calendar years unless revoked sooner.

8. It changes “motorboat” to “watercraft” and “bathing area” to “swim area” in the laws
governing motorboat operation.

LD 171 An Act to Enhance Protections Regarding Invasive Aquatic Plant and Animal Infestations
in Inland Waters of the State

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2025, chapter 116 requires the Commissioner of Environmental Protection and the
Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to jointly review and recommend more stringent
watercraft inspection protocols on inland waters of the State known to be infested with invasive
aquatic plants and to review surface use restrictions and notification of those restrictions to
members of the public. The law requires the departments to annually submit a report to the joint
standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over inland fisheries and wildlife matters
and authorizes the committee to report out a bill based on the commissioners’ annual report to any
regular or special session of the Legislature.
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