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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 

communication is to offer the defendant an opportunity to participate in an established precharge 
diversion program, the successful completion of which results in the prosecutor not prosecuting 
the charge or charges against the defendant. 

LD 1687 An Act To Improve the Provision of Indigent Legal Services 

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY 

Public Law 2021, chapter 481 authorizes the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services to 
directly employ attorneys to provide legal services to indigent clients. It also requires the 
commission to establish an audit system and allow the recoupment of payments when appropriate 
and directs the executive director to carry out the audits and seek recoupment. Chapter 481 also 
grants the commission subpoena power, enforceable in the Superior Court, to conduct the audits 
and authorizes the executive director to exercise the subpoena power on behalf of the conunission. 

Public law 2021, chapter 481 was enacted as an emergency measure effective July 15, 2021. 

LD 1688 An Act To Improve Consistency in Terminology and within the Maine Human 
Rights Act 

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY 

Public Law 2021, chapter 366 addresses inconsistencies in the protections provided in different 
areas of jurisdiction under the Maine Human Rights Act. Chapter 366 provides more inclusive 
protection by: 

1. Including adult family members dependent for care in the definition of "familial status"; 

2. Including familial status as a protected class in employment; 

3. Including age as a protected class in public accommodations; and 

4. Clarifying the scope of the Maine Human Rights Act application in education. 

Chapter 366 also clarifies that the sexual orientation provisions in the Maine Human Rights Act 
extend to gender identity, and updates statutory sections to be consistent with changes in law that 
were enacted in the First Regular Session of the 129th Legislature concerning gender identity. 
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