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JOINT ST ANDING COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 

LD 448 An Act Regarding Recording of Witness Interviews 

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY 

Public Law 2021, chapter 381 directs the Maine Criminal Justice Academy Board of Trustees to 
adopt minimum policy standards regarding the recording and preservation of witness interviews 
conducted by law enforcement officers in murder investigations and Class A, Class B and Class C 
crime investigations. Law enforcement agencies are required to adopt policies containing at least 
the minimum policy standards. The policy may not require the recording of all witness interviews, 
but must factor in the feasibility of recording individual interviews, taking into account the 
circumstances of the witness, the time and place of the interview and the crime as well as the 
capability of the law enforcement agency to record the interview. 

LD 483 An Act To Clarify Funding for Civil Legal Services 

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY 

Public Law 2021, chapter 329 clarifies three aspects of the law pertaining to the Maine Civil Legal 
Services Fund and the collection of fees and surcharges by the Judicial Department. 

Chapter 329 clarifies that the Maine Civil Legal Services Fund surcharge on debt collection actions 
is payable at the commencement of debt collection actions, whether or not they are classified as 
small claims cases, and that the surcharge is imposed with respect to money judgment disclosure 
actions. 

Chapter 329 clarifies that the Maine Civil Legal Services Fund surcharge is not included as a 
recoverable cost under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 14, section 1502-B. 

Chapter 329 clarifies that the Judicial Department may refer cases to the Court Alternative Dispute 
Resolution Service for mediation and collect fees as appropriate. 

LD 535 An Act To Provide for the Well-being of Companion Animals upon the Dissolution 
of Marriages 

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY 

Public Law 2021, chapter 285 provides that in a proceeding for legal separation or divorce, in the 
disposition of property a court must consider the well-being of a companion animal and all relevant 
factors and specifies a number of factors that the court must consider. It provides that the court is 
required to award ownership to only one of the parties. 
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