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STATE OF MAINE

128™ LEGISLATURE
FIRST SPECIAL, SECOND REGULAR AND SECOND SPECIAL SESSIONS

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND
ENACTED LAWS

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws contain summaries of all LDs and adopted
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Special, Second Regular and Second
Special Sessions of the 128" Maine Legislature.

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee and within each committee by Legislative Document
(LD) number. The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed
below each LD title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject
index is included with each committee. An appendix provides a summary of relevant session statistics.

Final action on each LD is noted to the right of the LD title. The following describes the various final
actions.

CARRIED OVER......coi ittt carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature
CON RES XXX .oiiiieiieeiie e ste et e e chapter # of constitutional resolution passed by both houses
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE.........cccccovevvirieenen. Committee of Conference unable to agree; legislation died
DIED BETWEEN HOUSES ........cooiiiieiececcscr e House & Senate disagreed; legislation died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE .......c.ccocevvevieeiece, defeated in each house, but on different motions; legislation died
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT .....cooiiiieiccecceee e action incomplete when session ended; legislation died
EMERGENCY ....coiiiiiciereeeeee e enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days after session adjournment
FAILED, EMERGENCY ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE............. emergency failed to receive required 2/3 vote
FAILED, ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE.........cccoiiiiii e, failed to receive final majority vote
FAILED, MANDATE ENACTMENT......ccccoevveieene legislation proposing local mandate failed required 2/3 vote
HELD BY GOVERNOR............. Governor has not signed; final disposition to be determined at subsequent session
LEAVE TO WITHDRAW ......oooiiiiinieieee e sponsor’s request to withdraw legislation granted
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY.........cccccveneee. ruled out of order by the presiding officer; legislation died
INDEF PP ..ottt st ene e indefinitely postponed; legislation died
ONTP, ACCEPTED, MAJORITY, MINORITY or REPORT X... ought-not-to-pass report accepted; legislation died
P &S XXX ittt ettt et chapter # of enacted private & special law
PUBLIC XXX 1ttt ittt sttt bbbttt e e e sbenbeene s chapter # of enacted public law
RESOLVE XXX .ttt ettt sttt sttt se e sb et e e nee st chapter # of finally passed resolve
VETO SUSTAINED ..ottt Legislature failed to override Governor's veto

The effective dates for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Special, Second Regular or Second
Special Sessions of the 128" Legislature are: Monday, February 5, 2018; Wednesday, August 1, 2018;
and Thursday, December 13, 2018, respectively. The effective date for legislation enacted as an
emergency measure may be found in the enacted law summary for that legislation.
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than the number of voters in the municipality. It also adds language to allow a municipal charter to override the
limit of 1,000 signatures that is set for certain municipalities. It also provides a cross-reference to the exception to
the required number of signatures that applies in the period after a consolidation agreement is rejected by the voters.

The amendment specifies that the referendum on the formation of a joint charter commission must be at least 90
days after the petition is filed to allow for election preparation and deadlines. It also adds language to the
referendum question to inform the voters that the consolidation agreement prepared by the commission would not
be final unless approved by the voters.

The amendment adds language in the section of the bill regarding conditions for holding elections for a joint charter
commission to cross-reference the vote by municipal officers to hold such elections.

The amendment sets the waiting period after a rejected consolidation agreement to six years, rather than 10 years as
provided in the bill. It clarifies that the number of signatures required for a petition to obtain an exception to the
waiting period is 30% of votes cast in the last gubernatorial election, rather than 30% of voters. It also clarifies the
exception to the waiting period permitted by a vote of municipal officers, as provided in the bill, to specify that the
vote is to hold elections of members to a joint charter commission.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2017, chapter 398 provides that if a municipality receives a petition proposing to form a joint charter
commission for the purpose of consolidating with one or more municipalities, the municipal officers must hold a
referendum to determine the willingness of the voters of the municipality to form a joint charter commission. The
law requires that the referendum on the formation of a joint charter commission must be held at least 90 days after
the petition is filed to allow for election preparation and deadlines. If the referendum question is approved by a
majority of voters in each municipality, a joint charter commission must be formed.

This law also changes the calculation of the number of signatures required for a petition for municipal consolidation
to be based on the number of votes cast at the last gubernatorial election, rather than the number of voters in the
municipality as in current law, and allows for a municipal charter to override the limit of 1,000 petition signatures
that is set for certain municipalities.

It also provides that a municipality may not be a party to a consolidation agreement for six years, instead of three
years as in current law, after the date a consolidation agreement is rejected. It specifies that the number of
signatures required for a petition to obtain an exception to the waiting period after a rejected agreement is 30% of
votes cast in the last gubernatorial election, rather than 30% of voters. It also adds an exception to that waiting
period for when a majority of the municipal officers in each municipality subject to the rejected consolidation
agreement vote to hold elections of members to a joint charter commission.

LD 1842  An Act To Require Education and Training Regarding Harassment for PUBLIC 443
Legislators, Legislative Staff and Lobbyists

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted

OTP-AM S-387
S-484 LIBBYN

This bill was reported out of committee in the Second Regular Session of the 128th Legislature. It was carried over,
on the Special Appropriations Table, to the next special session by joint order S.P. 748.

This bill requires legislators, legislative staff and lobbyists to attend and complete a course of in-person education

and training regarding harassment, including sexual harassment, at the beginning of each regular session of the
Legislature. It requires the Legislative Council to develop and implement the course.
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Committee Amendment "A" (S-387)

This amendment adds an appropriations and allocations section to the bill.

Senate Amendment "A" (S-484)

This amendment requires that lobbyists submit certification of completion of harassment training to the Maine
Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices at the time of registration, and directs the commission
to reject registrations that do not include certification of completion of training. If completion of the required
training prior to registration is not possible due to circumstances that are beyond a lobbyist's control, the
commission may provide a limited extension to that lobbyist for completion of the training. This amendment also
authorizes the commission to exempt lobbyists with a very limited physical presence in the State House complex
from the requirement to complete harassment training prior to registration as lobbyists.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law chapter 443 requires Legislators, legislative staff and lobbyists to attend and complete a course of
in-person education and training regarding harassment, including sexual harassment, at the beginning of each
regular session of the Legislature. It requires the Legislative Council to develop and implement the course. It
requires that lobbyists submit certification of completion of harassment training to the Maine Commission on
Governmental Ethics and Election Practices at the time of registration; directs the commission to reject registrations
that do not include the training certification; and authorizes the commission to exempt lobbyists with a very limited
physical presence in the State House complex from the training requirement.

LD 1849 An Act To Eliminate Inactive Boards and Commissions Died Between
Houses
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
ONTP
OTP-AM

This bill was reported out by the committee pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 12006,
subsection 2, then referred back to the committee for processing in the normal course. As authorized by the law,
and based on information provided by the Secretary of State, the bill eliminates boards and commissions that have
not reported on their activities to the Secretary of State for the last two calendar years or have been inactive during
the preceding 24 months. The bill also eliminates a statutory reference to the Interagency Review Panel, which was
previously eliminated.

This bill eliminates the following boards and commissions:

The Advisory Board for the Licensing of Whitewater Guides;

The Advisory Committee on Fair Competition with Private Enterprise;
The Board of Licensing of Dietetic Practice;

The Commercial Fishing Safety Council;

The Maine Agricultural Water Management Board;

The Maine Biomedical Research Board;

The Maine Drug Enforcement Agency Advisory Board;

The Maine Quality Forum Advisory Council;

9. The Pollution Prevention and Small Business Assistance Advisory Panel;
10. The Prison Industries Advisory Council;

11. The Sex Offender Management and Risk Assessment Advisory Commission;
12. The State Education and Employment Outcomes Task Force;
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