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LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

ENACTED LAWS 
 

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws contain summaries of all LDs and adopted 

amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Special, Second Regular and Second 

Special Sessions of the 128
th
 Maine Legislature.  

 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee and within each committee by Legislative Document 

(LD) number. The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed 

below each LD title.  All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number.  A subject 

index is included with each committee. An appendix provides a summary of relevant session statistics.   

 

Final action on each LD is noted to the right of the LD title.  The following describes the various final 

actions. 

 
CARRIED OVER ................................................................... carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature 

CON RES XXX ............................................................. chapter # of constitutional resolution passed by both houses 

CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE .............................. Committee of Conference unable to agree; legislation died 

DIED BETWEEN HOUSES ....................................................................House & Senate disagreed; legislation died 

DIED IN CONCURRENCE ................................. defeated in each house, but on different motions; legislation died 

DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ................................................ action incomplete when session ended; legislation died 

EMERGENCY ............................................. enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days after session adjournment 

FAILED, EMERGENCY ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE............. emergency failed to receive required 2/3 vote 

FAILED, ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE ....................................................  failed to receive final majority vote 

FAILED, MANDATE ENACTMENT ............................ legislation proposing local mandate failed required 2/3 vote 

HELD BY GOVERNOR............. Governor has not signed; final disposition to be determined at subsequent session 

LEAVE TO WITHDRAW ...............................................................sponsor’s request to withdraw legislation granted 

NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY.........................ruled out of order by the presiding officer; legislation died 

INDEF PP .....................................................................................................  indefinitely postponed; legislation died 

ONTP, ACCEPTED, MAJORITY, MINORITY or REPORT X ... ought-not-to-pass report accepted; legislation died 

P&S XXX .................................................................................................. chapter # of enacted private & special law 

PUBLIC XXX ............................................................................................................ chapter # of enacted public law 

RESOLVE XXX ..................................................................................................... chapter # of finally passed resolve 

VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................................. Legislature failed to override Governor's veto 

 

The effective dates for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Special, Second Regular or Second 

Special Sessions of the 128
th
 Legislature are:  Monday, February 5, 2018; Wednesday, August 1, 2018; 

and Thursday, December 13, 2018, respectively.  The effective date for legislation enacted as an 

emergency measure may be found in the enacted law summary for that legislation. 



Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services

LD 1676 Veto SustainedAn Act Expanding the Authority of the Maine Elder Death Analysis 

Review Team To Investigate Deaths and Serious Injuries of Persons with 

Intellectual Disabilities or Autism

Sponsor(s)

DENNO D OTP-AM

OTP-AM

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

H-770

This bill was carried over on the Special Appropriations Table from the Second Regular Session to the next special 

session by joint order S.P. 748.

This bill reestablishes the Office of Advocacy, abolished in 2011, in the Department of Health and Human Services 

as an internal agency to protect the interests of individuals with intellectual disabilities and autism.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-769)

This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, replaces the bill.  It establishes the Panel To Review 

Deaths of and Serious Injuries to Persons with Intellectual Disabilities or Autism.  The panel consists of 14 

members, including a panel coordinator who is an employee of the Department of Health and Human Services, 

Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention and is a registered nurse and a member appointed by the Maine 

Developmental Services Oversight and Advisory Board.  Other members of the panel are appointed by the 

Governor, the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.  Terms are for three years, 

and members receive expenses if they are not already compensated by their employers.  The panel coordinator must 

review all cases of death of and serious injury to persons with intellectual disabilities or autism receiving adult 

developmental services and determine those that require further review by the panel.  Other individuals may refer 

cases to the panel, and the panel may choose additional cases from the list of cases provided by the panel 

coordinator.  The panel has access to records necessary for the review.  The panel must provide reports to the 

Commissioner of Health and Human Services and the Maine Developmental Services Oversight and Advisory 

Board with findings and recommendations.  The panel is required to provide reports to the Legislature on an annual 

basis and may provide trend analyses to the Legislature as necessary.  Legislative reports are public documents.  

The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section.

Committee Amendment "B" (H-770)

This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, replaces the bill.  It requires the Maine Elder Death 

Analysis Review Team created in the Office of the Attorney General to undertake an examination of all deaths and 

serious injuries of persons with intellectual disabilities or autism receiving adult developmental services from the 

Department of Health and Human Services.  The Office of the Attorney General is required to examine all cases of 

death or serious injury and refer cases to the Maine Elder Death Analysis Review Team in which the death or 

serious injury was not expected or could have been prevented and cases for which there were system issues 

identified or there were other issues that indicate that a case should be reviewed.  The team must identify whether 

systems that assist or protect persons receiving adult developmental services are sufficient for the particular 

circumstances or whether improvement is necessary.  The team must recommend methods for improvement to the 

Office of the Attorney General and the Department of Health and Human Services.  The amendment also adds the 

director of the office within the Department of Health and Human Services that provides adult developmental 

services to persons with intellectual disabilities or autism to the Maine Elder Death Analysis Review Team.  The 

amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section.
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