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STATE OF MAINE 
127rn LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

ENACTED LAWS 

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws contains summaries of all LDs and adopted 
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 127th Maine 
Legislature. 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee and within each committee by Legislative Document 
(LD) number. The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed 
below each LD title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject 
index is included with each committee. An appendix provides a summary of relevant session statistics. 

Final action on each LD is noted to the right of the LD title. The following describes the various final 
actions. 

CARRIED OVER .................................................................. carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature 
CON RES .XXX ............................................................. chapter # of constitutional resolution passed by both houses 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE ............................... Committee of Conference unable to agree; legislation died 
DIED BETWEEN HOUSES .................................................................... House & Senate disagreed; legislation died 
DIED IN CONCURRENCE .................................. defeated in each house, but on different motions; legislation died 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT. ............................................... action incomplete when session ended; legislation died 
EMERGENCY ............................................. enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days after session adjournment 
FAILED, EMERGENCY ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE ............ emergency failed to receive required 2/3 vote 
FAILED, ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE. ................................................... failed to receive final majority vote 
FAILED, MANDATE ENACTMENT ........................... legislation proposing local mandate failed required 2/3 vote 
HELD BY GOVERNOR ............. Governor has not signed; final disposition to be determined at subsequent session 
LEAVE TO WITHDRAW. .............................................................. sponsor's request to withdraw legislation granted 
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY ........................ ruled out of order by the presiding officer; legislation died 
INDEF PP ..................................................................................................... indefinitely postponed; legislation died 
ONTP, ACCEPTED, MAJORITY, MINORITY or REPORT X ... ought-not-to-pass report accepted; legislation died 
P&S XXX: ................................................................................................. chapter # of enacted private & special law 
PUBLIC .XXX ............................................................................................................. chapter # of enacted public law 
RESOLVE.xx.¥ ..................................................................................................... chapter# of finally passed resolve 
VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................................. Legislature failed to override Governor's veto 

The effectiv~ date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 127th 
Legislature is October 15, 2015. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure may 
be found in the enacted law summary for that legislation. 



Joint Standing Committee on Labor, Commerce, Research and Economic Development

LD 1431 Accepted Majority 

(ONTP) Report
An Act To Help Facilitate New Career Opportunities and Attract Major 

Private Investment

Sponsor(s)

CUSHING ONTP

OTP-AM

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

The purpose of this bill is to improve Maine's overall competitiveness and ability to attract major private investment 

to the State by creating a mechanism for competing for major business expansion and creation projects, referred to 

as transformational business expansion projects, which are the construction, development, rehabilitation, expansion, 

modernization or acquisition of any building, structure, system, machinery, equipment or facility in a military 

redevelopment zone that has a projected cost of $25,000,000 or more and the operation of which is projected to 

result in a net gain of at least 500 job opportunities.  An applicant who is certified by the Commissioner of 

Economic and Community Development as a transformational business expansion project is eligible for the 

following incentives and benefits:

1.  A 20-year corporate income tax credit that includes a 100% credit for the first 10 years that the project is in 

operation and a 50% credit for the next 10 years that the project is in operation;

2.  A sales tax exemption and reimbursement for expenditures made for the project for up to 20 years;

3.  An annual reimbursement for up to five years from the Efficiency Maine Trust for electric rates that exceed the 

national average industrial rate as determined by the United States Energy Information Administration and certified 

by the Public Utilities Commission;

4.  Employment tax increment financing benefits for qualified investments.  The reimbursement is equal to 80% of 

Maine income tax withheld each year for which reimbursement is requested and attributed to qualified employees 

for a period of no more than 10 years.  For years of operation beginning after the 10th year until the 20th year, the 

certified applicant is eligible for a reimbursement of 50% of Maine income tax withheld each year for which 

reimbursement is requested.  This benefit expires after December 31, 2034;

5.  Access to a pool of up to $400,000,000 in loans and up to $100,000,000 in bond funding for transformational 

business expansion projects to provide long-term, credit-enhanced financing at taxable bond rates.  Financing 

assistance for a single project may not exceed $400,000,000;

6.  Access to workforce development assistance, training and recruitment by the Commissioner of Economic and 

Community Development and the Commissioner of Labor, who are required to work with agencies across State 

Government involved in employment or skill training to identify and marshal financial resources to help a 

transformational business expansion project recruit and train workers; and

7.  Access to the benefits available under the Governor's Jobs Initiative Program, including access to funds from the 

Competitive Skills Scholarship Program.

Additionally, this bill prohibits requiring a person, as a condition of employment or continuation of employment at a 

transformational business expansion project, to join a labor organization or pay any labor organization dues or fees 

and establishes, in a manner similar to laws governing the shipbuilding facility credit, a preference for Maine 

workers, companies and bidders as part of the contractual inducement for the qualified applicant to make a qualified 

investment and for the State to provide the incentives.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-255)
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Joint Standing Committee on Labor, Commerce, Research and Economic Development

This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, clarifies that the Finance Authority of Maine retains 

its current authority to determine whether an applicant for long-term, credit-enhanced financing pursuant to the 

Maine Revised Statutes, Title 10, chapter 110, subchapter 3 may receive such financing.  The amendment also adds 

an appropriations and allocations section.
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