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STATE OF MAINE 
127rn LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

ENACTED LAWS 

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws contains summaries of all LDs and adopted 
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 127th Maine 
Legislature. 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee and within each committee by Legislative Document 
(LD) number. The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed 
below each LD title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject 
index is included with each committee. An appendix provides a summary of relevant session statistics. 

Final action on each LD is noted to the right of the LD title. The following describes the various final 
actions. 

CARRIED OVER .................................................................. carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature 
CON RES .XXX ............................................................. chapter # of constitutional resolution passed by both houses 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE ............................... Committee of Conference unable to agree; legislation died 
DIED BETWEEN HOUSES .................................................................... House & Senate disagreed; legislation died 
DIED IN CONCURRENCE .................................. defeated in each house, but on different motions; legislation died 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT. ............................................... action incomplete when session ended; legislation died 
EMERGENCY ............................................. enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days after session adjournment 
FAILED, EMERGENCY ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE ............ emergency failed to receive required 2/3 vote 
FAILED, ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE. ................................................... failed to receive final majority vote 
FAILED, MANDATE ENACTMENT ........................... legislation proposing local mandate failed required 2/3 vote 
HELD BY GOVERNOR ............. Governor has not signed; final disposition to be determined at subsequent session 
LEAVE TO WITHDRAW. .............................................................. sponsor's request to withdraw legislation granted 
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY ........................ ruled out of order by the presiding officer; legislation died 
INDEF PP ..................................................................................................... indefinitely postponed; legislation died 
ONTP, ACCEPTED, MAJORITY, MINORITY or REPORT X ... ought-not-to-pass report accepted; legislation died 
P&S XXX: ................................................................................................. chapter # of enacted private & special law 
PUBLIC .XXX ............................................................................................................. chapter # of enacted public law 
RESOLVE.xx.¥ ..................................................................................................... chapter# of finally passed resolve 
VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................................. Legislature failed to override Governor's veto 

The effectiv~ date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 127th 
Legislature is October 15, 2015. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure may 
be found in the enacted law summary for that legislation. 



Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety

child from jeopardy in considering the termination of parental rights if a child for whom the parent was responsible 

is the victim of sexual exploitation, sex trafficking or aggravated sex trafficking.

LD 652 PUBLIC 327An Act To Authorize the Carrying of Concealed Handguns without a 

Permit

Sponsor(s)

BRAKEY

SHAW

ONTP

OTP-AM

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

S-119

S-153 VOLK

S-175 ROSEN

S-174 BRAKEY

This bill authorizes a person who is not prohibited from possessing a firearm to carry a concealed handgun without 

a permit.  This bill also authorizes a person to possess a loaded pistol or revolver while in a motor vehicle or a 

trailer or other vehicle being hauled by a motor vehicle.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-119)

This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, adds an appropriations and allocations section that 

deallocates funds to the Department of Public Safety due to the elimination of the permitting process.

Senate Amendment "B" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-153)

This amendment requires a person who is authorized under the bill to carry a concealed handgun without a permit to 

sign an acknowledgment that the person was provided a firearm safety brochure upon purchase of a handgun.  A 

firearm safety brochure is currently required to be provided with every firearm sold.  The amendment adds to the 

information provided in the firearm safety brochure information developed by the Department of Public Safety 

related to locations where handguns are prohibited and information concerning the use of handguns for self-defense.  

The amendment requires the purchaser to retain the acknowledgment.  It also requires the Department of Public 

Safety to post a firearm safety brochure and the acknowledgment form and a list of certified safety programs on the 

department's publicly accessible website.

Senate Amendment "D" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-175)

Under the bill, a person who is not otherwise prohibited from carrying a firearm may carry a concealed handgun 

without a permit.  This amendment incorporates the provisions of House Amendment "B" to Committee Amendment 

"A" and provides that a person who is 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of age and is on active duty in the 

Armed Forces of the United States or the National Guard or is an honorably discharged veteran of the Armed Forces 

of the United States or the National Guard and is not otherwise prohibited from carrying a firearm may carry a 

concealed handgun without a permit.

Senate Amendment "C" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-174)

This amendment incorporates the provisions of House Amendment "A" to Committee Amendment "A" and provides 

that the duty of an individual to inform a law enforcement officer that the individual is carrying a concealed 

handgun applies only to an individual who does not have a valid permit to carry a concealed handgun that has been 

issued as provided in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 25, chapter 252.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2015, chapter 327 authorizes a person who is 21 years of age or older and is not prohibited from 

possessing a firearm to carry a concealed handgun without a permit.  Additionally, chapter 327:

1.  Provides that a person who is 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of age and is on active duty in the 

Armed Forces of the United States or the National Guard or is an honorably discharged veteran of the Armed Forces 
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Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety

of the United States or the National Guard and is not otherwise prohibited from carrying a firearm may carry a 

concealed handgun without a permit;

2.  Authorizes a person 21 years of age or older to possess a loaded pistol or revolver while in a motor vehicle or a 

trailer or other vehicle being hauled by a motor vehicle unless otherwise prohibited from possessing a firearm;

3.  Requires a person who is eligible to carry a concealed handgun without a permit to sign and retain an 

acknowledgment upon purchase of a handgun that the person was provided a firearm safety brochure developed by 

the Department of Public Safety;

4.  Requires the Department of Public Safety to include information in its firearm safety brochure about locations 

where handguns are prohibited and information concerning the use of handguns for self-defense;

5.  Requires the Department of Public Safety to post its firearm safety brochure and the acknowledgment form and a 

list of certified safety programs on the department's publicly accessible website;

6.  Requires a person carrying a concealed handgun without a permit to inform a law enforcement officer that the 

individual is carrying a concealed handgun unless the person has a valid permit to carry a concealed handgun that 

has been issued as provided in Title 25, chapter 252; and

7.  Deallocates funds to the Department of Public Safety due to the elimination of the permitting process.

LD 655 CARRIED OVERResolve, To Study the Feasibility of a State Firefighter Training Facility

Sponsor(s)

LAJOIE

DUTREMBLE

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This resolve directs the Department of Public Safety to hire an independent consultant to study the feasibility of 

establishing a statewide, centrally located firefighter training facility and several regional firefighter training 

facilities.  It includes a General Fund appropriation and requires the department to submit a report based on the 

results of the study to the Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety by January 6, 2016.

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the 127th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 992.

LD 657 Died Between 

Houses
An Act To Provide Enhanced Mental Health Services to the County 

Prison Population

Sponsor(s)

BEAVERS

DUTREMBLE

ONTP

OTP-AM

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208.  This bill proposes to increase funding for mental health care 

services for the county prison population, including educating and training prison employees in behavioral health 

assessment and protocols on an annual basis.  It would also require that every county jail have a mental health 

worker on site at least eight hours a day.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-222)

This amendment is the minority report of the committee.  It directs the Consumer Council System of Maine to 
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