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STATE OF MAINE 
123RD LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR & FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

ENACTED LAWS 

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws summarizes all bills and adopted 
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the Second Regular or First Special Sessions 
of the 123r<l Maine Legislature. 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee, and within each committee by LD number. 
The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill 
title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject index is included 
with each committee. The appendices include a summary of relevant session statistics, an index of all 
bills by LD number and an index of enacted laws by law type and chapter number. 

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various 
categories of final action are as follows: 

CON RES XXX... ............................. Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO A GREE .... .......................... Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES..... . ........................................... House & Senate disagree; bill died 
DIED IN CONCURRENCE ........... One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT. .................................... Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 
EMERGENCY.......................... . ........................................... Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ..................... Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote 
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE. ................................................... Bill failed to get majority vote 
FAILED MANDA TE ENACTMENT........... . ... Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote 
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY.. .. Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died 
IN DEF PP.............................. . ... .................... Bill Indefinitely Postponed; bill died 
ONTP (or Accepted ONTP report) .......... Ought Not To Pass report accepted; bill died 
P&S XXX .......................... Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law 
PUBLIC XXX......... . ............................................. ...... Chapter# of enacted Public Law 
RESOLVE XXX. ............ ................................. Chapter# offinally passed Resolve 
UNSIGNED .................................................................................................................... Bill held by Governor 
VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................... Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the Second Regular Session (R2) is 
June 30, 2008. The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Special Session (SI) 
is July 18, 2008. 1 The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure is specified in the 
enacted law summary for those bills. Any bill summarized in this document having an LD number less 
than 1932 was a bill carried over from the First Regular Session of the 123r<l Legislature. 

1 The session m which each law was enacted or finally passed (R2 or S 1) is included in Appendix C. 



Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

LD 2061 An Act To Clarify the Qualifications of Installers under the Solar Energy 
Rebate Program 

Sponsor(s) 

MILLER 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-691 

PUBLIC 493 
EMERGENCY 

This bill makes changes to the solar energy rebate program in relation to the installation of solar thermal systems that heat 
water. The bill amends the statutory definition of "solar thermal system" and requires the Public Utilities Commission to 
make corresponding changes to the definition in rules. The bill also requires the commission to make additional changes 
to the rules governing the solar energy rebate program to: 

1. Amend the definition of "qualified solar thermal water system installer" in order to allow certain licensed technicians 
other than licensed plumbers to be qualified installers; 

2. Require a licensed plumber to install or sign off on a solar thermal water system installed by a qualified installer if it is 
designed to heat potable water; and 

3. Require that an application for a solar thermal system rebate be accompanied by a copy of a certificate of competency 
issued by the commission to the qualified installer and, if the system incorporates the heating of potable water, also include 
a copy of the master plumber's license or license number. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-691) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment makes necessary changes to the laws governing the solar energy rebate 
program to change the qualifications of solar thennal system installers to be consistent with the intent of the bill. The 
amendment also directs the Public Utilities Commission to make several corresponding changes to its rules governing the 
solar energy rebate program. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law zpo7~ Clllll}tet' 193. changes. the. qualification requkements for installers of solal' thennaI water"systelllS ilruiei 
the solar ~ne~Jebate prograID. in orderto allow certainlfo~nst?d technicians.in ~ditionto m~~terplumb~rs to ~e qualified 
installers.of th~s~.~ysteins.'flle law·also anien~sthe ~bate requirem~11ts for,a.sqlatthennal.system.designedto h~atwater 
tor~uir~ ~atjtJ,e installe4by~ qufllified installer an~, if desig11edtolieatpdtab1~ water, that it be i11stalled byti qmi.liijed 
i11stallerwhoi~ amasterplumber or \\'hois.-workingin ~onjunctionwith a ltl.aster plUJ.nber. The law directs the Public 
Utilities,9ommissiori tomake corresponding changes tQ itsniles governing the~olaienergy rebateprogram, 

',\',',', "' 

chtipter493 was enacted. as an emergency m:easure effective March 12, 2008. 
'' ,, '. ;< ,"' ,' ",', ' ' ' ','\ ' ,"', ' ,', :, 

LD 2076 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Norway Water District 

Sponsor(s) 

MILLETT 

Committee Report 

OTP 

Amendments Adopted 

P&S32 
EMERGENCY 

This bill amends the charter of the Norway Water District in several ways. It clarifies the territorial limits of the Norway 
Water District. It changes the amount a trustee is entitled to receive for serving as trustee from $50 to $400 a year to 
reflect the current rate of compensation. The bill also amends the charter by changing the way the district sets its rates and 
authorizes the district to enter into contracts with the Oxford Water District and to provide water service to the residents on 
Alpine Street in South Paris who are customers of the Norway Water District. 
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